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Now  is  the  Time  to  Complete  Your  Library 
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for  the  duration. 

If  they  need  repair, 

See  your  Electrical  Dealer 
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Vitamins  For  Victory 


America  Needs  Us  Strong!  Eat  nourishing  meals 
and  watch  your  vitamins  .  .  .  For  the  important 
B  vitamins  eat  Red  Star  Yeast  ...  2  cakes  daily 
supplies  100%  adult  minimum  of  Bi^ — 25%  of  B2 
— plus  Niacin  and  B  Complex,  the  nutritional 
"booster." 
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Here  is  an  effective  device  used  by  Liberty 
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♦  OVERTIME  PARKING  TICKET  ^ 


You  have  overparked  at  home 
Sunday  mominga  and  to  muted 
Sunday  School. 

This  is  a  friendly  SUMMONS 
to  let  you  know  that  we  do  miis 
you  and  wish  you  to  enjoy  the 

FINE 

spirit  of  the  Gospel  that  is  to  be 
found  in  Sunday  School. 

We  start  at  10:30   sharp,  may 
vfc  expect  you  and  a  friend? 


D0g{fP0O(f®E 


Official  Organ  of  fhe  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Chrisf  of  Latter  Day  Saints 

Devoted  to  a  Study  of  What  to  Teach  and  How  to  Teach 
according  to  the  Restored  Gospel 

President  Heber   J.   Grant,    Editor; 
Milton   Bennion,   Associate   Editor;   Wendell   J.   Ashton,    General   Manager 


GROUP    SELFISHNESS 


Individual  selfishness  is  easily  recognized  and  commonly  condemned,  but 
what  about  family,  local  community,  state  and  national  selfishness?  Are  these 
types  generally  recognized  for  what  they  are,  or  do  they  pass  under  the  name  of 
family  and  community  loyalty,  or  in  case  of  the  nation,  patriotism?  What  does 
religion,  ancient  and  modern,  teach?  Certainly  love  of  and  loyalty  to  one's 
family,  but  not  with  indifference  toward  other  families.  Likewise  love  of  and 
loyalty  to  one's  local  community,  to  one's  state,  and  nation,  but  not  in  such  a 
way  as  to  be  unjust  or  to  cause  suffering,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  other 
communities  and  nations.  This  is  either  directly  stated  or  clearly  implied  in  the 
scriptures  to  which  we  have  subscribed. 

"God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the 
face  of  the  earth."  They  are  God's  creatures  and  our  fellowmen  whom  we  pro- 
fess to  love  and  seek  to  serve.  This  fact  is  clearly  recognized  by  the  Church  in 
sending  missionaries  to  every  nation  that  will  receive  them;  this  in  the  hope  that 
all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues  and  peoples  will  thus  be  reached  and  benefited. 

One  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  results  of  this  mission  of  the  Church  is 
to  be  found  among  the  Polynesian  peoples  of  the  central  and  south  Pacific.  Not 
many  generations  ago,  these  peoples  were  classified  as  savages;  so  recently  that 
some  men  now  living  have  talked  with  old  men  among  them  who  remembered 
with  gastronomic  satisfaction  the  taste  of  human  flesh  and  proclaimed  it  superior 
to  the  civilized  man's  beef  steak.  Yet  through  the  kindness  and  brotherly  love 
of  missionaries  who  gave  themselves  freely  to  the  service  of  these  people  of  race 
and  language  different  from  their  own,  they  have  become  likew^ise  kind  and  lov- 
ing, ready  to  feed  and  otherwise  minister  to  the  needs  of  their  fellowmen,  rather 
than  to  devour  them.  This  is  very  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  story  of  Lieutenant 
James  C.  Whittaker,  printed  in  the  March,  1 943,  Instructor,  Is  not  this  the  way 
of  redemption,  the  road  to  a  civilization  worthy  the  name  and  a  spiritual  salva- 
tion worth  more  than  all  the  material  wealth  of  the  world?  What  stands  in  the 
way  of  its  realization?  Selfishness  in  any  and  all  of  its  forms.  It  has  no  proper 
place  in  decent  social  living  and  certainly  is  directly  opposed  to  true  religion, 
which  calls  for  sympathy  and  helpfulness  toward  all  our  fellowmen.  If  we  can- 
not reach  those  afar  off,  there  is  never  want  of  opportunity  to  be  sympathetic 
and  helpful  toward  our  neighbors  and  our  business  and  professional  associates 
irrespective  of  their  race  or  religious  affiliations. 

Is  not  the  dire  situation  of  the  world  today  due  in  large  measure  to  group 
selfishness,  the  desire  of  some  groups  to  hold  on  to  exclusive  possession  of  any 
superior  advantages  they  may  have,  or  to  obtain  additional  possessions  by  rob- 
bery of  other  peoples.  Even  within  a  federal  union,  where  use  of  force  and  re- 
striction of  trade  is  prohibited,  various  devices  are  used  by  some  states  to  profit 
at  the  expense  of  their  neighbors.  These  measures  are  supported  by  some  citi- 
zens who  would  readily  condemn  individual  selfishness. 

The  general  trend  of  human  progress  is  from  loyalty  to  small  groups  to 
ever  larger  groups.    In  one  sense  it  is  an  expansion  of  the  feeling  of  selfhood 
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**  from  the  individual  to  the  family,  the  clan  or  tribe,  the  local  community,  the  * 
nation,  and  finally  the  community  of  nations,  until  the  sympathetic  feelings, 
include  participation  in  the  sufferings,  the  sorrows  and  the  joys  of  all  mankind. 
God  has  decreed  "Man  is  that  he  may  have  joy."  Evidently  this  means 
that  joy  should  be  possible  to  all  men  if  they  will  comply  with  the  requisite  con- 
ditions to  secure  it.  Is  it  not  the  religious  duty  of  each  individual  and  each  com- 
munity as  a  responsible  agent  to  help  further  the  progress  of  joyful  human 
living?  M.B. 


"America  must  cling  to  ideals  and  promote  them.  Selfishness  is  no  less 
fatal  to  national  than  to  individual  fulfillment. 

"The  minute  you  begin  to  think  of  yourself  only  you  are  in  a  bad  way.  You 
cannot  develop  because  you  are  choking  the  source  of  development,  which  is 
spiritual  expansion  through  thought  for  others. 

"And  so  with  the  nation.  If  we  remain  in  purse-proud  isolation  we  may 
be  secure,  but  that  security  will  be  purchased  at  the  cost  of  our  souls.  America 
must  take  the  responsibility  vested  in  her  nature  and  be  a  partner,  not  a  patron, 
oi  all  the  world." 

Charles  W,  Eliot.  , 
Collier's,  The  National  Weekly,  May  29,  1 926. 


Mustafa  Kemal  Atuturk,  "the  chief  architect  of  New  Turkey,"  speaking 
of  human  relations  in  its  larger  aspects  said:  "The  only  wise  way  would  con- 
sist in  considering  all  humanity  as  a  single  body  and  the  nations  as  members  of 
this  body.  Any  member  which  cannot  react  to  the  pain  to  which  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  same  body  is  exposed  must  consider  itself  as  lacking  sensitiveness 
and  real  vitahty."  Quoted  in  Free  World,  May,  1943 


Spencer  WooUey  Kimball  and  his  family 


Spencer  Vi/ooUey[  Jximhall 

[Recently  called  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve) 
By  John  Henry  Evans 


If  there  is  anything  in  heredity,'  this  new 
Apostle  should  be  right  good  material  for  a 
high  Church  official. 

His  father,  Andrew  Kimball,  was  for  many 
years  a  stake  president  and  a  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  the  Sunday  School.  His 
grandfather,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  was  one  of 
the  first  Apostles  in  this  dispensation  and  a 
counselor  in  the  First  Presidency.  His  other 
grandfather,  Edwin  D.  WooUey,  was  a  bish- 
op in  the  thirteenth  ward,  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Two  stories  about  the  grerndfathers  are 
worth  citing  here  as  showing  their  faith  in 
the  Cause. 

Grandfather  WooUey,  a  merchant  in  Nau- 
voo,  was  once  told  by  Joseph  Smith  that  "we 
want  all  your  goods  for  the  building  up  of  the 
Kingdom."  The  storekeeper  thereupon 
boxed  his  wares,  and  then  called  upon  the 
leader  to  find  out  where  to  send  them! 
Grandfather  Kimball,  also  in  Nauvoo,  was 
asked  by  President  Smith  for  his  attractive 
wife,  Vilate.  After  a  night  of  prayer,  an- 
guish, and  tears,  the  two  went  next  morning 
to  the  Prophet.  "Here  she  is.  Brother  Jo- 
seph," said  the  disciple! 

In  the  case  of  the  Bishop  the  President  said, 
"Put  your  goods  back  on  the  shelf,  Brother 
Edwin."  In  the  case  of  the  Apostle,  he  put 
Vilate's  hand  in  Heber's  and  joined  them 
in  the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony  /or  eternity. 
This  was  a  new  idea  then.  The  Prophet  was 
merely  trying  these  two  men  at  a  time  when 
"brethren"  were  falling  away  from  him  by 
twos  and  threes,  and  he  was  deeply  moved 
by  the  faithfulness  of  these  members. 

Spencer  Kimball,  it  is  safe  to  say,  will  nev- 
er be  tested  that  way,  but,  if  he  were,  he 
would  doubtless  come  out  of  the  trial  with 
the  same  spirit  as  they  did. 

One  does  not  have  to  talk  very  long  to 
Elder  Kimball  to  arrive  at  the  impression 
that  here  is  a  man  who  is  intelligent,  who  is 
converted,  who  is  conscientious,  who  is  sin- 
cere, and  who  is  humble  in  the  sense  that 
Jesus  meant.  And  one  feels  sure  that  a  fur- 
ther acquaintance  with  him  will  but  confirm 
this  first  impression.  He  is  not  only  easy  to 
know,  but  extremely  likable. 

"A  sweet-spirited  man"  is  what  one  of  his 
old  friends  said  on  being  asked  his  opinion 
of  the  appointee.  And  another  long-time  as- 
sociate put  it  this  way:  "I've  always  believed 
that  he  was  my  special  friend,  but  I  find  that 


he  is  the  special  friend  of  everybody."  This 
quality  of  friendliness,  one  gathers,  is  very 
strong  in  the  new  Apostle,  as  it  should  be  in 
a  leader. 

Central,  and  not  peripheral,  in  his  life  is 
his  religion.  This  is  not  so  common  among 
a  socially  isolated  people  as  it  should  be.  He 
has  never  in  his  forty-eight  years  made  so 
much  money  as  he  did  last  year.  This  would 
presage  a  steady  increase  of  his  income  for 
the  future.  Ordinarily  one  would  look  upon 
the  giving  up  of  this  prospect  as  a  sacrifice. 
But  Spencer  Kimball  does  not  so  regard  it. 
When  he  joined  the  Rotary  (he  has  been  a 
Rotarian  for  twenty  years),  particularly 
when  some  friends  in  the  Club  pressed  upon 
him  to  run  for  District  Governor,  his  chief 
motive  in  doing  so  lay  in  the  fact  that  it 
might  redound  to  the  honor  of  his  people 
in  Arizona.  The  Church  has  always  been 
his  primary  interest. 

Elder  Kimball  has  a  farm  in  Safford,  on 
which  he  grows  many  and  varied  crops,  one 
of  which  is  cotton.  It  is  at  the  foot  of 
multicolored  Mount  Graham,  for  which  the 
stake  over  which  he  presides  was  named.  In 
a  bank  there  he  rose  from  a  bookkeeper  to 
assistant  cashier  of  a  chain  of  banks.  At  the 
time  of  his  call  to  the  Apostleship  he  was  part 
owner  of  the  leading  insurance  and  realty 
firm  in  Eastern  Arizona,  and  of  the  local 
broadcasting  station.  Farmer,  banker,  busi- 
ness executive,  as  well  as  religious  leader, 
Spencer  Kimball  should  be  able  to  under- 
stand the  problems  with  which  his  people 
everywhere  are  struggling. 

And  what  about  his  wife  and  family, 
whose  picture  accompanies  this  sketch? 

Sister  Kimball,  before  her  marriage,  was 
an  Eyring.  Her  mother  was  a  Romney. 
These  are  well  known  and  honorable  names 
in  the  Mormon  Country  everywhere.  One  of 
her  brothers  is  a  university  president;  an- 
other, a  professor  in  Princeton  university; 
and  an  uncle  is  a  professor  in  the  Brigham 
Younq  University  and  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  the  Sunday  School.  She  her- 
self has  studied  at  the  B.Y.U.,  at  the  Agri- 
cultural College  in  Logan,  Utah,  and  at  the 
University  of  California,  in  Berkeley,  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  couple  have  five  children  and  a  grand- 
child. The  family,  all  but  the  married  daugh- 
ter, who  is  in  Colorado,  now  make  their 
home  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
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DEAR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORKERS 
PLEASE  PLEAD  YOUR  CASE 

By  Marvin  O.  Ashton 
O/  the  Presiding  Bishopric 


It  is  a  healthy  condition  in  a  ward  when 
the  people  as  individuals  or  as  organizations 
may  go  to  the  bishopric  and  put  their  prob- 
lems before  him.  In  this  picture  the  Sunday 
School  officers  and  teachers  are  pleading 
with  the  bishopric  for  better  and  cleaner 
quarters  for  the  school.  Most  of  our  Church 
buildings  are  beautiful,  well  kept,  and  land- 


scaped accordingly.  Their  appearance  from 
without  says  to  us  "Come  in,"  and  when  we 
get  inside  there  is  a  spirit  of  worship.  But, 
sorry  to  say,  in  spite  of  urgent  solicitation 
from  the  leaders  of  the  Church  for  years, 
there  are  some  chapels  that  repel  rather  than 
attract.  There  are  some  that  are  so  shabby 
and  dilapidated  that  we  "color  up"  in  the 
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realization  that  they  belong  to  us.  Really, 
some  of  the  buildings  where  we  worship 
and  where  you  conduct  your  Sunday  School 
are  a  disgrace  to  the  Church.  Of  course, 
we  are  ashamed  of  them. 

If  you  are  living  in  a  ward  or  branch  of 
the  Church  where  building  conditions  are 
bad,  you  Sunday  School  people  should  go- 
to the  bishop  and  let  him  know  how  you  feel 
about  it.  Plead  with  him  to  paint  up  and 
clean  up  the  building.  Let  him  know  that 
your  organization  will  ask  him  to  do  nothing 
that  you  won't  heln  him  to  accomplish.  Sun- 
day School  people,  he  will  listen  to  you. 
Enrolled  in  the  Sunday  School  are  his  chil- 
dren and  an  organization  of  330,000  others. 
It  is  the  largest  organization  in  the  Church. 

You  know,  folks,  the  greatest  pulling 
power  in  the  world  is  sentiment.  Yes,  that 
is  true  of  our  Church,  too.  If  we  as  mem- 
bers stand  for  slip-shod  methods  and  barn- 
like chapels,  that  is  what  we  are  going  to 
have.  If  we  stand  for  progress  and  for 
places  in  which  to  worship  that  bring  out 
from  us  our  better  selves — that  help  us  to  ap- 
preciate the  finer  things — that  is  what  we 
are  going  to  get.  After  all,  as  with  the 
Church,  so  with  the  people.  While  we  don't 
like  to  admit  it,  the  buildings  in  which  we 
assemble  are  a  reflection  of  ourselves.  You 
say  that  dress  doesn't  make  the  man.  Very 
true,  but  as  some  wise  fellow  put  it,  "Dress 
deceives,  but  it  might  just  as  well  deceive 
for  us  as  against  us."  What  do  people  think 
of  you  and  your  community  if  you  are  meet- 
ing in  a  place  like  the  one  depicted  on  the 
left  of  the  preceding  page.  With  a  little 
"elbow  grease"  and  vision,  it  could  just'  as 
well  be  the  building  at  the  right. 

In  a  good  natured  wav,  go  to  your  bishop. 
He'll  take  it  from  you.  He  realizes  what  the 
Sunday  School  needs.  It  needs  more  class- 
rooms than  any  other  organization  of  the 
ward.  You  have  a  right  to  expect  the  full 
co-operation  of  the  bishop.  Did  you  know 
that  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Office,  through 
authority  from  the  First  Presidency,  stands 
ready  to  pay  50%  of  all  costs  of  repairs, 
cleaning,  painting,  etc.,  that  you  want  to  do? 
In  a  paint  job,  it  means  that  if  the  ward  will 
apply  the  paint  the  Church  will  supply  it. 
This  offer  is  years  old  and  yet,  look  at  some 
of  the  buildings  in  the  Church.  Some  haven't 
seen  paint  for  40  years.  Isn't  it  a  lack  of 
pride? 

There  are  some  things  you  have  a  right  to 
demand  of  your  Bishop: 


FURNITURE:  Are  your  little  children  in 
Sunday  School  sitting  on  roughly  thrown- 
together  benches  engraved  with  jack  knives 
and  age?  If  so,  you  have  a  right  to  demand 
their  removal  from  the  chapel  and  that  they 
be  replaced  with  furniture  in  keeping  with 
that  in  your  home.  In  speaking  of  furniture, 
however,  it  should  be  said  that  some  of  the 
oldest  furniture  can  be  made  most  attractive 
by  the  application  of  varnish  or  paint.  Paint 
is  like  charity — it  "covereth  a  multitude  of 
sins." 

FIRE  HAZARDS:  You  have  a  right  to 
demand  that  the  lives  of  your  children  while 
in  Sunday  School  be  protected  against  fire. 
You  have  a  right  to  expect  that  fire  extin- 
guishers be  installed,  especially  in  a  building 
with  many  rooms,  halls,  etc.,  and  emphatically 
where  there  are  stairs.  Fire  extinguishers 
are  of  no  earthly  good  unless  the  liquid  is  in 
them  and  that  it  is  examined  at  least  once  a 
year.  This  is  a  very  important  matter.  What 
good  is  a  gun  without  the  cartridge.  A  ship- 
wrecked sailor  said  he  had  an  anchor  home. 
When  children's  lives  are  involved,  you 
Sunday  School  people  have  a  right  to  be 
interested. 

REST  ROOMS:  You  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect the  toilets  to  be  clean,  that  in  these 
rooms  there  are  always  soap,  towels  and 
toilet  paper.  They  should  have  mirrors. 
The  plumbing  should  always  be  in  a  good 
state  of  repair.  You  folks  have  a  right  to 
get  "up  in  arms"  if  conditions  in  these  rooms 
are  as  we  sometimes  find  them.  Where  it  is 
in  keeping  with  the  rest  of  the  building, 
drapes  should  be  at  the  windows. 

Now  these  are  just  a  few  things.  Officers 
of  the  Sunday  School,  we  need  your  help. 
Put  your  problems  before  the  bishopric  and 
in  a  wholesome  way  bring  pressure  to  bear. 
Let's  all  pull  together  and  we'll  wage  a  war 
•on  these  old  shacks  we  call  meetinghouses, 
and  other  buildings  we  have  permitted  to 
"run  down  at  the  heels." 

LOOK  FOR  THE  LABEL:  Between  Oc- 
tober 1  and  December  1,  1943,  all  buildings 
in  the  wards,  branches  and  stakes  will  be 
labeled  with  Honors,  High  Honors,  or  High- 
est Honors,  depending  upon  the  work  and 
attitude  of  the  bishopric,  the  custodian  and 
the  people.  If  you  don't  find  a  label  on  your 
chapel,  find  out  why.  If  you  will  help  the 
bishop,  he  will  help  you.  Plead  with  the 
bishop  of  your  ward  for  a  better  kept  chapel 
in  which  to  worship. 


Verily  I  say  unto  you,  I,  the  Lord,  will  contend  with  Zion,  and  plead  with 
her  strong  ones,  and  chasten  her  until  she  overcomes  and  is  clean  before  me. 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  section  90,  verse  36.) 
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(Deseref  Sunday  School  Songs,  No.  115;  Stanza  6) 

In  memory  of  the  broken  flesh 
We  eat  the  broken  bread, 

And  witness  with  the  cup,  afresh 
Our  faith  in  Christ,  our  Head^ 

-Eliza  R.  Snow  Smith 
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GREETING  NEW  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MEMBERS 

By  Junius  R.  Tribe 

Because  of  the  war  and  the  desire  on  the  guests  can  become  permanent  members  or  lost 
part  of  most  Americans  to  help  in  the  great  as  a  result  of  their  first  impressions  of  Sun- 
war  effort,  there  are  today  thousands  of  new  day  School. 

folk  moving  into  the  localities  where  the  great  Newcomers  should  very  naturally  be  given 

war  industries  are  located.  Due  to  this  condi-  special  consideration.  Their  wishes  should  be 

tion  the  Sunday  Schools  situated  in  these  cen-  ascertained.   The  classes  held  for  persons  of 

ters  are  confronted  with  additional  respons-  their  approximate  age  should  be  mentioned.  A 

ibilities,  one  of  these  being  the  joyous  task  of  judicious  "greeter"  will  extend  an  invitation 

helping  our  new  neighbors  to  learn  of  the  to  take  seats  in  the  proper  section  and  direct 

Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our  enlistment  work-  them  to  the  right  class,  also  see  that  they  are 

ers  should  be  busy  making  more  visits  and  introduced  to  the  teacher  and  class  officers, 

bringing  new  friends  to  our  Sabbath  Schools.  If  two  people  are  stationed  at  the  door,  one 

As  Sunday  School  workers  it  is  our  com-  might  very  effectively  leave  for  a  moment 
bined  responsibility  to  see  that  those  attend-  and  escort  the  new  member  to  the  correct 
ing  our  meetings  are  properly  greeted  upon  class  and  make  the  necessary  introductions, 
arrival.  This  is  a  very  important  assignment  It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  teacher  and 
usually  given  little  thought  or  consideration  the  class  officers  to  see  that  they  are  made 
by  the  ward  superintendency.  While  it  is  welcome  and  introdu(;ed  to  the  rest  of  the 
not  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  or  his  as-  class  members.  Introduction  to  as  many 
sistants  to  stand  at  the  door  and  greet  new  people  as  convenient  and  possible  is  heartily 
members,  because  in  a  well  directed  Sunday  recommended.  One  of  the  most  effective 
School  they  have  numerous  other  duties  to  ways  a  teacher  can  greet  a  new  member  is 
perform  on  Sunday  morning,  nevertheless  to  have  a  well  prepared  lesson,  brimful  of 
they  should  see  that  the  position  is  filled  by  interest  and  student  activity  throughout  the 
one  or  two  of  the  most  able,  efficient  and  cap-  class  hour.  At  the  close  of  the  class  both  the 
able  persons  in  the  ward.  Why?  Because  the  teacher  and  the  members  should  express  ap- 
first  impression  a  newcomer  receives  is  very  preciation  to  the  newcomers  for  attending 
important.  If  our  first  impression  is  favorable,  and  invite  them  to  come  again, 
chances  are  in  our  favor  that  the  person  will  At  the  close  of  the  exercises  the  person 
come  again.  May  we  state  it  this  way :  The  who  welcomed  the  new  members  to  Sunday 
person  who  greets  new  members  with  a  School  should  again  greet  them  with  a  hand- 
friendly  smile,  a  warm  and  hearty  handshake  shake  and  inquire  if  they  enjoyed  the  exer- 
and  who  in  a  pleasant  tone  of  voice  says,  cises.  Affirmative  commitments  tend  to  make 
"We  are  delighted  to  have  you  with  us  this  regular  Sunday  School  attenders.  Express 
morning,"  is  a  good  salesman  selling  that  thanks  and  appreciation  in  behalf  of  the  su- 
person  a  seven-day  return  trip  ticket  to  Sun-  perintendency  and  school  for  their  attendance 
day  School.  Sales  are  often  made  or  lost  in  and  proffer  a  cordial  invitation  to  return  the 
the  first  fifteen  seconds  of  an  interview.  New  following  Sunday. 

THE  NEW  BAGGAGE      -      _      _      _       By  ruth  harwood 

Now  soon  to  start  upon  my  travels  once  again, 
I  must  repack,  and  in  my  packing,  choose 

Those  articles  I  need  upon  my  journey,  and 
Discard  the  others  that  I  cannot  use. 

At  last  will  come  a  time  to  take  a  different  trip 
Without  my  usual  luggage  on  the  way. 

Not  even  heaviness  of  flesh  to  hold  me  then, 
Or  tender  human  ties  to  make  me  stay. 

Discarding    outworn    thoughts    and    petty    mortal 
moods. 

Replacing,  where  I  can,  all  wrongs  with  Right. 
Oh,  I  would  carry  only  Love  and  Peace  and  Joy, 

I  pray  that  my  new  baggage  will  be  Light! 
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CkEATIVE  TEACHING 

By  Ezra  ].  Poulsen 


It  is  a  wise  person  who  sees  the  future  in 
the  present.  To  such  an  individual,  the  dream 
of  today  becomes  the  reahty  of  tomorrow, 
and  Hfe  is  a  process  of  building  new  and  bet- 
ter mansions  for  the  soul. 

The  teacher  who  stands  before  his  class 
with  conscious  realization  of  the  infinite  pos- 
sibilities of  each  member,  must  feel  his  re- 
sponsibility; and,  therefore,  become  an  in- 
spired leader,  knowing,  as  he  does,  that  the 
human  clay  in  his  hands  may  either  harden 
into  botches  of  ugly  uselessness,  or  become 
beautiful  patterns  of  conduct  and  faith. 

With  this  in  mind,  the  preparation  of  every 
lesson  becomes  an  achievement,  requiring  the 
best  creative  thinking  of  which  the  teacher  is 
capable.  First,  the  framework  is  erected,  like 
the  framework  of  a  building.  This  should 
show  strength,  and  balance,  and  good  design. 
Then,  the  next  thing  is  'to  build  the  walls, 
enclose  the  roof,  and  finally  add  all  the 
touches  of  artistry  dear  to  the  heart  of  the 
skilled  artisan.  In  lesson  building,  this  in- 
volves the  constant  search  for  and  use  of 
analogies,  illustrations,  and  applications  to 
bring  out  the  beauty  and  truth  desired. 


Thus,  creative  teaching  involves  many 
skills  and  techniques,  but  none  are  more  im- 
portant than  imagination,  the  power  to  pro- 
ject the  mind  beyond  the  mere  visible  facts 
of  the  present.  Without  this  type  of  effort, 
where  would  our  great  inventions  be?  And 
how  could  we  have  inspiring  literature  and 
soul-stirring  music  without  imagination?  In 
the  same  degree,  how  could  we  have  great 
teaching? 

Perhaps,  it  is  too  easy  to  think  of  success 
in  any  field  as  being  something  handed  out 
by  Providence  to  certain  people  of  special 
talents.  Rather,  it  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
principle  expressed  by  Christ  in  the  famous 
parable  of  the  talents;  namely,  that  all  have 
some  talents,  some  more  than  others;  but  he 
who  is  diligent  in  developing  that  which  he 
has  will  be  given  more,  while  the  slothful 
will  loose  that  which  he  has. 

To  go  forward  with  bold  imagination,  and 
build  with  ever  increasing  skill  and  perfec- 
tion; to  put  into  the  eflEort  the  best  integrity 
of  mind  and  heart — that  is  the  challenge  to 
the  Sunday  School  teacher.  That  is  creative 
teaching. 


Anna   Johnson 
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THE    DESERET    SUNDAY    5CHDDL    UNION 

Milton  Bennion,  General  Superintendent;  George  R.  Hill,  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Albert  Hamer  Reiser,  Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Wendell   J.   Ashton,   General   Secretary;  Wallace  F.  Bennett,  General  Treasurer 


MEMBERS  OF  DESERT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  BOARD 

Milton  Bennion                         Kenneth  S.  Bennion         Howard  R.  Driggs  Reuben  D.  Law                         Lynn  S.  Richards 

George  R.  Hill                         M.  Lynn  Bennion              Carl  F.  Eyring  A.  William  Lund                     Antone  K.  Romney 

Albert  Hamer  Reisei               William  E.  Berrett           Marie  Fox  Felt  Thomas  L.  Martin                    Edith  Ryberg 

Wendell  I.  Ashton                  Lorna   Call                          Earl  J.  Glade  Vernon  J.   LeeMaster             Alexander  Schreiner 
Wallace  r,  Bennett                Joseph  Christenson           Gordon  B.  Hinckley        William  M.  McKay               Phyllis  D.  Shaw 

Claribel  W.  Aldous               Don  B.  Colton                  George  A.  Holt  Marion  G.  Merkley                Lucy  Gedge  Sperry 

A.  Parley  Bates                     Marian  Cornwall             Margaret  Ipson  William  P.  Miller                  J.  Holman  Waters 

Archibald  F.  Bennett             Gerrit  de  Jong                  Ralph  B.  Keeler  Leland  H.  Monson                 Inez  Witbeck 

Adam  S.  Bennion                     H.  Aldous  Dixon             Nellie  H.  Kuhn  Joseph  K.  Nicholes 

Advisers  to  the   General   Board:     Elders   Stephen  L  Richards   and  John  A.  Widtsoe 


•^upenntendenti — 


AN  INSTRUCTOR  FUND! 


It  seems  utterly  incredible  that  there  could  be  nearly  a  100%  teacher  turn- 
over in  our  Sunday  Schools  each  year!  Yet  that  is  one  of  the  serious  problems 
with  which  Sunday  School  superintendencies  are  now  confronted.  Before  the 
war,  the  average  teacher  turnover  per  year  was  20%.  In  these  two  hectic  war 
years,  this  figure  has  been  multiplied  by  almost  five. 

This  startling  situation  calls  for  courageous  administrative  action  on  the  part 
of  the  superintendencies  in  securing  new  teachers  and  in  equipping  them  for 
efficient  service. 

A  Suggested  Plan  of  Action 

POINT  1.  A  successful  Sunday  School  operation  is  based  largely  on 
loyal  contact  witlji  and  active  use  of  The  Instructor.  This  important  medium  of 
inspiration,  instruction  and  guidance  must  be  in  the  hands  of  and  faithfully  used 
by  every  officer  and  teacher, 

POINT  2.  In  view  of  the  heavy  teacher  turnover  Sunday  Schools  may 
find  it  to  advantage  for  the  School  itself  to  subscribe  [or  each  officer  and  teacher. 
Copies  of  The  Instructor  would  then  be  mailed  to  the  Superintendent  for  distri- 
bution. That  would  at  least  assure  a  monthly  check  on  who  has  The  Instructor, 
In  case  a  teacher  has  withdrawn,  her  successor  might  then  secure  and  use  the 
subsequent  issues. 

POINT  3.  This  plan  involves  the  Sunday  School's  raising  an  Instructor 
Fund,  This  fund  should  be  sufficiently  large  to  provide  every  officer  and  teacher 
with  an  Instructor  with  a  few  spare  copies  left  over  to  be  kept  on  file  for  emer- 
gencies. 

POINT  4.  Every  Superin tendency  is  enterprising  and  resourceful  enough, 
with  the  help  of  the  Sunday  School  faculty,  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  raising 
this  fund.    It  might  well  be  made  a  war-time  project! 

POINT  5.  Commencing  with  the  January  issue.  The  Instructor  will  be 
new  in  format  and  contents.  It  will  be  utterly  indispensable  to  effiicient  officers 
and  teachers. 

POINT  6.  November  is  set  aside  as  "Instructor  Month,"     Make  your 
plans  now  for  a  100%  subscription  showing  for  your  school  and  thus  assure  a" 
great  improvement  in  the  quality  of  our  Sunday  School  teaching. 

I 
Page  521 


522 


THE  INSTRUCTOR 


October.   1943 


SUNBEAMS 

One  of  the  reasons  Twenty-third  Ward 
in  Mount  Ogden  Stake  (Ogden,  Utah)  has 
a  successful  Sunday  School  is  a  little  publica- 
tion, the  Sunbeam.  Appearing  each  week, 
the  Sunbeam  is  a  one-page,  mimeographed 
newspaper  distributed  to  officers  and  teach- 
ers at  Prayer  Meeting.  It  contains  a  brief 
article  on  the  Prayer  Meeting  theme  for  the 
day,  special  announcements,  and  thought 
gems  for  enriching  lessons. 

Ogden  Twenty-third  Ward  led  the  Church 
for  1943  in  completing  its  Dime  Fund  cam- 
paign.   Delbert  D.  Foulger  is  superintendent. 

PREPARE  NOW  FOR  1944 

By  November  1,  all  1944  Lesson  Manuals 
and  Teacher  Supplements  will  be  off  the 
press  for  distribution  throughout  the  Church. 
Superintendents  are  urged  to  make  their 
plans  now  for  supplying  teachers  and  stu- 
dents with  the  necessary  equipment  for  the 
1944  study  courses,  because  of  wartime 
postal  delays,  orders  should  be  placed  early. 

Prices  for  1944  student  Lesson  Manuals 
remain  the  same  as  for  1943:  25c  per  Man- 
ual for  each  department,  except  for  the 
Nursery,  Kindergarten,  and  Primary  de- 
partment, whose  prices  are  75c.  Teachers' 
Supplements,  provided  for  all  departments 
except  Nursery,  Kindergarten,  and  Primary 
departments,  are  20c  each.  The  Instructor 
subscription  is  $1.00  per  year  (12  issues). 
In  other  words,  for  $1.20,  the  former  single 
subscription  price  for  The  Instructor,  the 
Sunday  School  officer  or  teacher  receives  the 
Teachers'  Supplement  for  his  particular  de- 
partment, in  addition  to  The  Instructor,  con- 
taining many  more  teaching  helps  and  enrich- 
ment materials  because  of  the  elimination  of 
the  lesson  departmental  material. 

Order  forms  and  instructions  will  be 
mailed  shortly  from  the  general  offices  to  all 
stake  and  ward  superintendents. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  REGULATIONS 

Stake  and  Ward  Superintendencies  should 
become  informed  promptly  of  any  action  of 
local  or  state  health  authorities  concerning 
pubhc  gatherings.  The  closing  of  public 
elementary  schools,  for  instance,  while  jun- 
ior and  senior  high  schools  are  allowed  to 
remain  in  session  would  indicate  that  Sun- 
day School  classes  for  children  twelve  years 
old  and  under  should  likewise  be  closed  until 
the  Board  of  Health  restriction  is  cancelled. 
If,  however,  the  order  is  to  close  pubUc  as- 
semblies to  children  under  twelve  this  would 
apply  to  the  Junior  Sunday  School,  or  cor- 
responding grades,  and  the  Second  Inter- 
niediate  only. 


Under  these  circumstances  parents  should 
see  that  their  children  are  subject  to  all  pos- 
sible health  safeguards. 

WELCOME  YOUR  NEWCOMERS 

Enlistment  directors  in  wards  between 
Payson,  Utah,  and  Malad,  Idaho,  are  urged 
by  the  General  Board  to  keep  in  constant 
touch  with  the  bishops'  continuing  survey  of 
newcomers  in  the  ward. 

This  survey,  conducted  under  the  direction 
of  a  general  Church  committee  on  defense 
workers'  problems,  contains  all  names,  ad- 
dresses and  other  pertinent  information  on 
newcomers  in  the  respective  wards.  This  list 
is  divided  into  two  groups:  non-members  of 
the  Church  and  members  of  the  Church  whose 
membership  recommends  are  not  filed  on  the 
ward  records.  It  is  with  the  latter  group,  in 
addition  to  members  of  record  in  the  ward 
who  are  not  on  the  active,  excused  or  cradle 
rolls,  that  enlistment  workers  should  con- 
centrate their  efforts. 

The  war  has  brought  great  shifts  in  popula- 
tion, and  the  alert  Sunday  School  leader  will 
be  quick  to  make  plans  for  seeking  out  the 
"lost  sheep"  of  the  Church  and  bringing  them 
back  into  our  midst.  Suggestions  for  a  com- 
plete Sunday  School  enlistment  organization 
are  contained  in  the  July,  1943,  Instructor, 
page  362. 

The  bishops'  survey  is  maintained  by  ward 
teachers,  working  under  the  direction  of  the 
bishop.  Instructions  for  making  the  survey 
have  been  distributed  among  stake  leaders  by 
the  general  committee,  consisting  of  Elders 
John  A.  Widtsoe  and  Harold  B.  Lee  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  and  Alma  Sonne,  as- 
sistant to  the  Twelve.  ^ 

"INSTRUCTOR  MONTH" 

"Every  officer  and  teacher  in  every  ward 
is  now  an  Instructor  subscriber,"  is  a  report 
recently  reaching  Sunday  School  headquart- 
ers from  Superintendent  Hamilton  E.  Robin- 
son of  South  Los  Angeles  Stake.  (A  photo 
of  the  South  Los  Angeles  Stake  Board  ap- 
pears on  page  469  of  the  September  In- 
structor. ) 

Junius  R.  Tribe  of  the  Mount  Ogden 
Stake  Superintendency  writes:  "On  Wed- 
nesday, August  11,  1943,  we  held  a  meeting 
attended  by  representatives  of  all  the  wards 
in  the  stake  and  they  accepted  our  challenge 
and  assumed  the  responsibility  to  see  that 
every  officer  and  teacher  in  the  stake  be- 
comes a  subscriber  to  the  Instructor." 

November  is  "Instructor  Month"  through- 
out the  Church.  South  Los  Angeles  and 
Mount  Ogden  Stakes  have  set  an  excellent 
pattern  for  all  stakes  to  follow. 
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By  Scheel 


MANY  EMGLISH 
WORDS 

HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN  OVE^ 
P/?OM  THE 

HEBREW 

WITH  PRACTICALLY 
NO  CHANGE. 
PO/?  /NSTANCE, 

WHICH  COMES  AT  THE 
END  OF  A  PRAVEr?, 
„        A/TEAA/S 

SOBEfT." 
"HALLELUJAH," 

ANQTW-^  FYAMPLE 
MEANS 

PRAISE  THE  LORD." 
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By  Octave  P.  Ursenbach 

LATE  LIFE  tinged  as  a  maple  leaf 
In  crimson  rue  too  soon  to  blow. 
The  autumn  moans  in  cold  relief, 
Presaging  late  December  snow. 
Aye,  all  the  loves,  the  joys,  the  tears. 
Now  crystahze  as  with  a  bound. 
While  constant  faith  dispels  all  fears 
As  dawns  anon  life's  vintage  ground. 

The  mystery  of  memory. 
Unsullied  as  the  ages  roll. 
Ensconced  from  rust  eternally  — 
A  solace  to  the  lingering  soul. 
Despite  all  faults,  friends  loving  yet. 
Breathe  confidence  in  balmy  rays. 
Like  sun's  effulgence  fading  jet. 
Lend  solace  to  the  waning  days. 

The  twilight  hour  breathes  twilight  still; 
Serenely  moans  the  vesper  song; 
The  hazy  summit  of  the  hill 
Suggests  the  journey  now  not  long. 
While  twilight  calm  doth  linger  yet. 
May  faith  and  service  burn  within. 
To  love  and  toil  lest  I  forget: 
Where  progress  ends  death  must  begin. 


A 
DOOR 


By  Christie  Lund  Coles 

Choose  carefully  when  you  choose  a  door 
For  it  is  something  infinitely  more 
Than  just  a  carved  and  wooden  thing — 
His  own  door  makes  each  man  a  king! 

A  door  will  close  you  in  at  night. 
Will  open  to  the  day's  clean  light; 
Will  keep  you  safe  from  wind  and  storm. 
Be  a  protection  against  all  harm. 

A  child's  moist  fingers  leave  their  mark 
Each  time  small  feet  and  minds  embark 
Into  the  wonder-land  of  play. 
Each  guest  must  enter  and  depart  this 
way. 

And  lovers  in  the  evening  stand 
Beside  it  in  their  enchanted  land. 
The  young  bride  finds  its  welcome  dear; 
The  dead  are  carried  out  of  here. 

A  door  is  a  symbol  of  the  good 
For  which  humanity  has  stood; 
A  portal  rich  a  door  can  be — 
Oh,  choose  your  portal  carefully! 
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GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 

Howard  R.  Driggs,  chairman,  and  Adam  S.  Bennion 


PLANNING  A  GOSPEL  LESSON 

By  Howard  R.  Driggs 


Asked  his  secret  of  winning  victories,  a 
successful  naval  commander  once  said, 
"Getting  ready,  and  keeping  alert." 

Practical  wisdom  is  in  this  terse  rule  not 
only  for  fighting  men,  but  also  for  those  who 
would  win  in  gospel  teaching.  Careful  plan- 
ning of  any  lesson  is  "half  the  battle";  alert- 
ness in  seeing  the  plan  through  is  the  other 
half.  To  inspire  confidence  in  the  class,  to 
guide  discussion  tactfully  towards  the  cen- 
tral purpose,  a  teacher  must  have  the  lesson 
objective  clearly  in  mind,  and  must  be  in 
command  of  the  materials  to  amplify  and 
give  it  concreteness. 

This  means  thinking  through  the  lesson 
well  before  the  time  to  give  it.  Sunday  af- 
ternoon is  better  than  Sunday  morning  for 
such  preparation.  In  other  words,  one  can 
hardly  be  well  prepared  by  giving  just  a 
hurried  look  at  a  lesson;  it  should  be  thought 
through  at  least  a  week  ahead.  Spiritual 
food,  like  physical  food,  requires  time  for 
digestion  and  assimilation.  To  get  the  main 
message  clearly  in  mind  with  proper  ma- 
terials to  help  impress  it,  and  do  this  in  ample 
time,  is  to  give  the  lesson  a  chance  to  become 
a  part  of  the  teacher. 

How  shall  an  effective  gospel  lesson  be 
planned?  Naturally  it  must  begin  with  a 
well-defined  center.  Round  this  center  the 
lesson  should  be  developed.  Any  gospel 
message  or  gospel  truth  to  be  impressed  must 
be  presented  clearly  step  by  step  so  that  the 
learners  can  grasp  its  meaning.  Points  to  be 
driven  home,  questions  to  arouse  interest  and 
stimulate  discussion,  illustrations  that  will 
add  concreteness,  and  help  the  lesson  to  move 
forward  toward  its  objective,  should  all  be 
considered  and  jotted  down.  How  to  round 
out  the  lesson  with  helpful  summary  so  that 
the  main  message  will  not  be  missed  should 
receive  attention  in  this  planning.  Such 
preparation  will  assure  strength-giving  unity 
and  also  variety,  which  enhances  the  lesson 
interest. 

Teachers  may  find  some  helpful  sugges- 
tions here  by  thinking  how  nature  makes  an 
apple.    Observe  that  she  begins  with  a  core, 
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in  which  are  the  precious  seeds.  Round  this 
she  develops  the  tasty  pulp  of  the  different 
varieties,  which  are  attractively  covered 
with  "coats  of  many  colors."  As  a  result, 
apples  are  gathered  and  eaten  and  the  seeds 
scattered  to  bring  forth  more  fruit.  In  all 
our  gospel  teaching,  we  should  make  sure 
first  of  the  core  and  the  seeds  of  truth;  then 
strive  to  make  them  attractive  and  impres- 
sive for  the  learner. 

In  part  the  various  lessons  are  planned  in 
the  texts  and  manuals  provided  for  teachers 
and  students.  This  general  planning,  how- 
ever, is  not  enough  to  bring  the  richest  re- 
turns. If  the  printed  page  were  enough, 
there  would  be  no  need  for  teachers  at  all. 
It  is  the  added  inspiration  and  enrichment 
that  the  teacher  can  and  should  bring  that 
makes  a  lesson  something  more  than  a  text- 
book presentation.  Careful  planning  well 
beforehand  is  one  key  to  successful  teaching. 

A  word  of  caution  here:  the  lesson  plan 
should  never  be  so  rigid  as  to  prevent  help- 
ful freedom  in  its  teaching.  There  are  times, 
as  every  true  teacher  knows,  when  inspired 
thoughts  may  spring  out  of  class  discussion. 
Actuated  by  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  as  les- 
sons should  be,  teacher  and  students  are  en- 
titled to  such  moments  of  inspiration.  What 
is  needed  to  promote  orderly  and  inspira- 
tional study  is  a  definite  yet  flexible  plan  of 
action.  If  teachers  will  think  through  each 
lesson  more  carefully,  outline  it  in  their  own 
best  way,  and  always  with  the  class  in  mind, 
skill  to  plan  and  to  present  lessons  joyfully 
will  grow  in  them. 

Discussion: 

1.  Write  an  outline  of  some  gospel  lesson 
you  are  to  teach,  dealing  briefly  with 
each  of  the  following: 

a.  Central  truth  to  be  impressed 

b.  Starting  lesson  towards  goal 

c.  Essential  steps  t©  objective 

d.  Materials  to  enrich  lesson 

e.  Getting  and  guiding  activity 

f.  Class  summary  of  main  points 

{Turn  to  page  527] 


Wendell   J.   Ashton,   General   Secretary 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  REPORT 
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PART  ONE 


Yor  the  month  **f 

JJS,'^„'?ii''ll'L'!  c!'.„'5;.?^/;!'">''  w.V"""'  '°X  tl>f  member  o(  the  Superlnlendeney  responsible  (or  records  .Tid  reports,  ana  formtfded  lo  the  Stake  Socre 
ttn  on  the  last  Sunday  of  the  montli  tor  wliich  It  li  made.   Prepare  In  triplicate.   Send  original  and  duplicate  to  the  Slake  BoaiC) 


tWard  Population  Today..^/^^..//<?.%3!?..>^.:^.<..^'^^^ 

stake  Secretary  will  enter  here  number  officers  and  teocberv 
of  this  school  who  attended  Union  Meeting  this  month „. 

1 

NUMBER 

ENROLLED 

LAST 

St/NDAT 

LAST 
MONTH 

2 

NUMBER 

ENROLLED 

TOOAT 

T 

3 
NUhteER 
LESSON 
M*NU*L 

SUB. 
SCRleCRS 

4 
MOMBEH 

ON 
ENLJST. 
MEMT 
ftOLU 

NUMBER    PERSONS    PRESENT.     INCLUDING    ViSrTORR 

1ST  SUNDAY 

2ND  SUNDAY 

anosUNOAr 

4th  SUNDAY 

5th  SUNDAY 

5 

LAST 
MONTH 

6 

THIS 

MONTH 

7 
LAST 

MONTH 

a 

THIS 
MONTH 

s 

LAST 
MONTH 

to 

THIS 
MONTH 

11 

I.AST 
MONTH 

12 

THIS 
MONTH 

13 
LAST 
MONTH 

THIS 
MONTH 

Kxcuscd  Roll 

3/ 

3%.* 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

Cradle  Roll 

i3 

(.S-* 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

XXX 

Nursery  Class 

2.f 

Zf 

XXX 

XXX 

if 

// 

'7 

/f 

/7 

..^ 

/f 

/^ 

/^ 

Kindergarten 

^7 

'^7 

XXX 

// 

3*f 

^^ 

25 

B^ 

,5;^^ 

,^^ 

3ij 

Ji^ 

5Xj 

3'rinmrj' 

3^ 

3^ 

XXX 

/A/ 

Z7 

2f 

:z/ 

z? 

,v 

2.i 

3o 

z(>  ! 

7D- 

First  Inter[]n:di;ite 

^y 

,?f 

3/ 

/J 

S.7 

zi 

^7 

2^ 

;j'f/^ 

2i' 

z.*? 

;t^ 

7f 

Scrond  Interiiicdifitc 

\^/ 

^ 

2Ai 

,9 

37 

^^ 

36> 

36 

^^ 

Jf 

5^lj^ 

at- 

Juni(»rs 

Vf 

W 

/s- 

n        2.9 

3^ 

3c    \3o 

2l-5-  ^bO 

SC  \i.i  '' 

V 

Ad\anred  Juniors 

^& 

^^ 

X5- 

L^/       l/<f 

/f 

/7 

/r 

/'^  1/7 

X<?     l/iT-' 

1r 

Seninrs 

53 

33 

Z^ 

.jTi^    1^27 

^ 

U>^ 

2,7j 

/i 

25. 

-2-/  1.2^  ;^ 

^tf 

Advfinced  Seniors 

S'A 

2*/ 

\zf 

vf 

2jo 

/7 

/f 

2./ 

^/  b/ 

/^    1/^    ': 

TT 

(iospel  Messapc 

Zi^ 

Z.9 

? 

t^ir" 

/^ 

/S 

/.^ 

/5"  l/tiT" 

/Jf    1/^     ii 

/¥ 

Zc 

Onealofricnl  Tr.iin. 

7.i. 

tLL 

Zf 

XXX 

/f 

z/' 

Zc 

3.0 

2-/     L2^ 

/f     \ff    \ 

'IV.Tchcr  TraininfT 

/^ 

/•^ 

7 

XXX 

/y^ 

/3 

n 

/3 

/t5-  l/tf' 

/*^  k? 

/^ 

("rc'spel  Doctrine 

79 

7f 

^^ 

J3f 

i/ 

Lf 

(.f 

<5T 

v:5:2,  l^ 

7c?   6>o 

f^S 

Officers  &  Teachers 

Z>^ 

Z-^ 

ta/ 

XXX 

23 

>z. 

7A 

A/ 

2^e 

^^1 

2^^ 

zi- 

3.i 

TOTALS 

*^n 

■Si>2y 

2^o 

3fo 

3^, 

3*"? 

3cr 

3C5 

3** 

•J/J! 

\3f!i 

^^^7 

^t,o 

J                         2 

3 

A 

5 

6         I       7 

B            1          B 

lO         1 

1 1 

IE 

—L^^ 

14 

t  I.nsl  fiiin<lay  nf  the  month.  *Do  not  include  these  figures  In  T>  A  T>Ti    nTlj^/Tk 

X  NunibiT  sll^l^ic^il^e^^  to  TheTs'STHUCTor.         coniputinK_enronrnFiit  lot.il.  JT/liIVJl      X  Vt  ^^ 


iiiue  of  Opening  Siindny  titliool 


Vnmber  of  f'ersons  Tardy  (actual  count) 


/p-'3g 


/c:33. 


Number  21/2  Minute  Addresses  (2  Standard— 1  Boy,  I  Girl) 


-Jtl- 


■a<t 


/OSS' 


:Se 


3t 


Tiire  Allowed  for  Slnginp  Practice  (10  Minutes  Standard) 


j8    /€    /S    /6  \/S        \    /6       \,e    f6 


N*f  t  Time  Allowed  for  C!as.5  "^V'ork  (-1.5  ^Minute.?  Minimum) 


.51 


N'umher  Officers  and  Teachers  Attending  Prayer  Meetinfr 
■Superintendent's  \\'eekly  Council  Meetin{?.s  . 


J^^ 


/9 


/i 


N'umber  actual  mi.'iKionat^   contacts  made  by  enlistment  workers  during  tfje  nVJuU 
Number  nf  new  Sunday  School  members  directly  added  by  enlistment  worj 

facility  Meeting  lipid  durinfr  inonthr  (See  Instructor) 
'  "t/e^Vrf'or-Nc" 


/O 


yo 


fo:3z 


n_ 


/f 


f^ 


_^_ 


•f-o 


fy 


JLG 


/^ 


■rt<j 


■^^ 


Number  Officers  yT 

and  Teachers  present f../,.... 


j,^-,..-.   -.^.^.n..^  Mwn  vjwinif-  iiivmii.    ^^J^.^r.  ii  I.-.LI  mn>i  ; .-. ...^ -.TTZTrr.r. ■■■■■—. .^ atiQ   i  eacxiers  present ....<. 

erv^"  or  "No'Jp^Piit-es^lf  touiicU  meeting  was  held  to  prepare  fsl^'Fiist"  Sunday  School  sesstci/of  month  writft"y«3  *  in  space  for-'FImt  Suiidav."  ete. 

.  (Sijrnaiureof^memiierofSuperiiiteiiViency  '"  --^ fSJi^Vm-ui"  StH.-rttHrv) V" ~"a' 

^  jt  respons&^  for  records  and  reoprts)        '  \)        ^  jO  Z/        _/  '     /  '         1/ 

(AJUreMy  ^  " / (AddreBs) 


(Use  dTHER   SIDE   FOR   MESSAGES  TO  STAKE  OR  GENERAL  BOARD.     INDICATE    WHICH    19   ADDRESSED.) 


'fUNTEO   IN  THI 


Reproduced  above  is  a  sample  monthly  report  form  properly 
filled  out.  Study  it  carefully.  It  should  answer  questions  that  may 
have  bothered  you  in  completing  your  report.  Note  how  the  names 
on  the  enlistment  roll  are  accounted  for,  the  recording  of  such 
preparatory  meetings  as  the  Faculty  Meeting,  and  that  excused 
and  cradle  roll  figures  are  not  added  into  the  total  enrollment. 


Page  525 


(lOI^IPQIpfiaDDe 


GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 
Wendell  J.  Ashton,  chairman;  Antone  K.  Romney,  Lorna  Call, 
,  and  J.  Holman  Waters 


A  TEACHERS  HELP 

Evidences  and  Reconciliations,  by  John  A. 
Widtsoe,  The  Bookcraft  Company,  Salt 
Lake  City  (Deseret  Book  Company,  $1.85). 

Here  is  a  new  book  which  should  fit  into 
every  Sunday  School  Library.  It  is  a  well- 
catalogued  collection  of  short  articles  on 
Gospel  subjects  .  . .  subjects  that  are  constant- 
ly arising  in  Sunday  School  class  discussions, 
especially  in  the  Gospel  Doctrine  Depart- 
ment. 

Dr.  Widtsoe's  treatment  of  such  current 
problems  as  "Why  Does  the  Lord  Permit 
War?,"  "Why  Marry  in  the  Temple?,"  and 
"Should  W^e  Go  to  the  Movies  on  Sunday?" 
is  clear,  engaging,  and  understandable. 

Not  only  can  this  book  serve  as  a  ready 
reference  for  the  Sunday  School  classroom, 
but  will  prove  interesting  reading  to  one  who 
would  keep  his  mind  polished  on  Gospel  prin- 
ciples, particularly  in  their  relationship  to 
present-day  problems. 

Evidences  and  Reconciliations  began  as  a 
series  of  articles  in  the  Improvement  Era 
nearly  five  years  ago.  These  articles  have 
come  primarily  from  questions  submitted  to 
Dr,  Widtsoe  "by  letter,  in  Church  gather- 
ings, from  the  mission  field,  in  the  classroom, 
and  on  informal  occasions."  With  the  glint 
of  the  writer  and  the  temper  of  the  scholar, 
Evidences  and  Reconciliations  answers  these 
queries. — W.  ].  A. 


SAINTS  IN  CALIFORNIA 

Sam  Brannan  and  the  California  Mormons, 
by  Paul  Bailey,  Westernlore  Press,  Los 
Angeles  (Deseret  Book  Co.,  $1.75). 

Quotations  from  Dr.  John  A.  Widtsoe's 
Foreword. 

"Here  is  uncovered  an  almost  forgot'ten 
chapter  of  California  and  Western  begin- 
nings. The  story,  really  an  accurate  history, 
moves  with  increasing  and  compelling  interest 
from  New  York  to  Yerba  Buena  (now  San 
Francisco)  by  way  of  Cape  Horn  and  Hono- 
lulu. It  touches  Illinois  and  the  Great  Basin, 
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and  crosses  the  High  Sierras.  It  is  present  at 
Sutter's  Mill  when  gold  is  discovered.  It 
defies  the  Arizona  desert  in  an  epoch-making 
march.  In  its  meanderings  it  reveals  many 
strange  roots  of  American  history. 

"Events  connected  with  the  laying  of  Cali- 
fornia foundations,  North  and  South,  are 
vividly  told.  The  San  Francisco  country,  San 
Diego,  Los  Angeles,  San  Bernardino,  fall 
into  their  proper  places.  New  light  is  thrown 
upon  their  early  history.  And  always  the 
human  elements  are  evident. 

"The  historical  events  cluster  about  the 
most  picturesque,  and  in  his  day,  the  most 
important  figure  among  the  founders  of  Cali- 
fornia. He  was  California's  'first'  from  the 
possession  of  wealth  to  many  a  valuable  serv- 
ice in  government,  industry,  and  agriculture. 
Since  his  day,  there  has  been  none  like  him, 
Sam  Brannan  was  unique." 

"The  story  is  colorful,  brimming  over  with 
romance  and  adventure;  with  man's  success 
and  failure.  Noble  achievements  through 
high  ideals,  and  dismal  defeat  following  moral 
forgetfulness,  are  set  forth  in  simple  truth. 
Life  lessons  may  be  drawn  from  the  tale  here 
told." 


A  BOOK  ON  DAVID 

David,  by  Duff  Cooper,  Harper  &  Brothers 
Publishers,  New  York  (Deseret  Book  Com- 
pany, $3.00). 

In  rhetoric  and  reader  interest,  this  biog- 
raphy on  a  great  biblical  character  glitters 
with  brilliance.  Duff  Cooper,  member  of 
Churchill's  cabinet,  has  the  gift  for  writing 
that  is  so  characteristic  of  some  British  states- 
men. His  David  has  all  the  drama  of  a  novel, 
and  his  hero  looms  up  as  a  most  human 
figure,  full  of  ambition  and  yet  humility,  with 
a  multitude  of  triumphs  and  disappointments 
strewn  in  his  wake. 

Yet,  one  catches  the  feeling  that  the  author 
sometimes  lets  the  desire  to  create  suspense 
and  interest  override  biblical  impressions. 
For  example,  Cooper  makes  of  the  Prophet 
Samuel  somewhat  of  a  scheming  rascal, 
which  he  certainly  is  not  to  one  who  reads  the 
scriptural  account. — W.  /.  A. 


GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 

Alexander  Schreiner,  Chairman 
Marian  Cornwall,  Vernon  J.  LeeMaster 


THE  HYMN  FOR  DECEMBER 


Song  10  is  to  be  prepared  by  choris- 
ters and  organists  in  November  and  sung  by 
the  school  during  December. 

"What  is  it  to  be  really  musical?  When 
you  have  music  in  your  heart  and  your 
head." 


Robert  Schumann 

Christmas  is  a  time  of  joy,  happiness  and 
music.  This  year,  more  than  ever  before, 
let  us  all  sing  with  spirit  and  feeling,  and  a 
praver  in  our  hearts  for  peace  and  good  will 
among  all  men. 

The  Christmas  Carol  chosen  for  Decem- 
ber is  known  and  loved  by  all  and  is  well 
suited  as  a  medium  through  which  all  can 
give  vent  to  the  Christmas  Spirit.  It  needs 
no  technical  practice;  let  the  effort  be  on  its 
spontaneous  expressiveness. 

This  lesson  is  the  last  of  a  series  of  twelve. 
It  might  be  well,  therefore,  to  mention  brief- 
ly the  objectives    upon    which    they    were 

based: 

1.  At  the  beginning  of  each  lesson  a  quota- 
tion was  given  that  might  stimulate  the 
choristers  and  organists  to  study  harder  and 
think  more. 

2.  Organists  as  well  as  choristers  were  giv- 
en definite  help  and  assignments.  Each 
month  a  piece  was  suggested  for  practice  by 
the  organists.  Helps  in  organ  touch,  finger- 
ing, registration,  et  cetera,  were  outlined.  It 
was  also  urged  that  the  "Organists'  Manual" 
by  Cannon  be  purchased  and  diligently 
studied.  In  each  of  the  eleven  organ  pieces 
suggested  for  study  some  definite  principle 
of  organ  technique  was  applied.  One  lesson 
gave  helps  on  playing  the  sacrament  gem 
music. 

3.  Much  attention  was  given  to  the  words 
of  songs  used  in  the  song  practice.  So  many 
choristers  spen4  so  much  time  on  learning 
the  music  and  so  little  on  learning  the  words. 
The  endeavor  was  to  show  that  the  words 
present  a  greater  problem  than  the  music; 
that  if  the  words  are  thoroughly  learned  and 


understood  the  learning  of  the  music  becomes 
quite  simple. 

4.  Some  attention  was  given  to  such  musi- 
cal subjects  as  the  beat  and  cue  beat,  tempo, 
rhythm,  note  and  rest  values,  helps  in  in- 
terpretation, et  cetera. 

5.  Choristers  were  urged  to  study  "Church 
Choristers'  Manual"  by  Cornwall  This 
little  Manual  for  conductors  is  chock-full  of 
useful  helps  for  directors  of  singing  groups. 

A  useful  way  to  conduct  the  present  les- 
son in  the  preparation  period  would  be  to 
discuss  each  objective  here  given.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  many  helpful  thoughts  could  thus 
be  brought  out  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  arc 
in  attendance. 

There  are  many  good  organ  selections  in 
the  book  entitled  93  Short  Pieces  for  the 
Hammond  Organ,  and  all  organists  are 
counseled  to  make  full  use  of  them  for  their 
musical  worth  and  stimulation. 


WARD  FACULTY  MEETING 

•  {Concluded  from  page  524) 

g.  Forward  look  to  next  lesson. 

2.  What  are  the  helpful  outcomes  of  care- 
ful lesson  planning?  Be  ready  to  con- 
tribute some  experience  of  yours,  as 
teacher  or  student,  that  shows  the  ef- 
fect of  such  planning,  or  the  lack  of  it, 
on  a  lesson  or  a  class. 

3.  a.  Why  is  ample  time  in  preparation  es- 

sential? 

b.  What  is  implied  by  the  suggestion 
that,  to  be  most  effectively  taught,  a 
lesson  must  be  made  a  part  of  the 
teacher? 

c.  How  best  can  this  be  done? 

4.  Why  should  a  lesson  be  both  definite 
and  flexible? 
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GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 

H.  Aldous  Dixon,  Chairman 

Leland  H.  Monson,  A.  Parley  Bates,  William  P.  Miller 


MAKING  ASSIGNMENTS 
Lesson  9*  For  December  5,  1943 

Referencet 

Chapter  IX,  Wahlquist,  Teaching  As  the 
Direction  of  Activities. 

Objective: 

To  impress  prospective  teachers  with  the 
importance  o/  the  assignment  and  to  teach 
the  technique  of  assignment  making. 

Preparation  for  the  assignment  is  just  as 
important  and  necessary  as  preparation  for 
the  presentation  of  the  lesson.  An  assign- 
ment, properly  made,  has  possibilities  of  be- 
ing even  a  more  important  teaching  device 
than  the  usual  recitation. 

The  assignment  should  be  made  -with  a 
definite,  conscious  effort  to  stimulate  inter- 
est in  the  assigned  lesson.  One  of  the  basic 
principles  of  education  is  interest.  Upon 
this  principle  depends  effective  self-activity, 
another  basic  principle.  The  assignment  of 
the  lesson  affords  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  motivation  of  interest  which  is  essential 
to  the  learning  process. 

Prospective  teachers  should  be  aware  that 
the  assignment  is  an  extremely  important 
part  of  teaching  and  when  effectively  done 
may  consume  considerable  time. 

Assignment  for  Lesson  10: 

No  assignment  for  Lesson  10  should  be 
made  in  advance.  Lesson  10  should  be 
taught  by  the  Directed  Study  method.  The 
teacher  should  make  the  assignment  during 
the  class  period  and  give  time  during  that 
same  period  for  directed  study  of  the  lesson. 


DIRECTING  STUDY 
Lesson  10.  For  December  12,  1943 

Objective: 

To  encourage  trainees  to  master  the  most 
significant  techniques  of  directing  study. 

The  teacher  should  demonstrate  directed 
study  with  his  group.  He  should  provide  a 
period  for  study  in  his  class  and  should  make 
a  careful  assignment  of  Lesson  10.  He  should 
move  among  the  students  and  help  those  who 
need  assistance.  The  student  and  teacher 
should  talk  in  undertone. 

This  directed  study  period  should  be 
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followed  by  a  socialized  recitation  in  which 
the  class  formulates  rules  for  effective  study 
and  prepares  specific  learning  exercises  for 
assignment.  The  teacher  should  then  explain 
the  technique  and  point  out  its  significance. 
Subsequently,  each  trainee  should  be  giv- 
en an  opportunity  to  direct  the  study  of  a 
Sunday  School  group. 

Assignment: 

Have  trainees  prepare  questions  which 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  text.  Assign  one 
trainee  to  report  on  Nelson  Bossing,  "The 
Question  in  Teaching,"  Teaching  in  Second- 
ary Schools,  pp.  329-361. 


THE  ART  OF  QUESTIONING 
Lesson  IL  For  December  19,  1943 

Objective: 

To  teach  the  fundamentals  of  good  ques- 
tions and  questioning. 

It  is  mental  stimulation  to  be  questioned 
and  to  ask  questions.  The  question  as  an 
essential  element  in  all  good  teaching. 

Discuss  the  following  thoughts  in  light  of 
this  statement.  The  stimulation  of  a  re- 
sponse to  a  question  is  the  reason  for  the 
question. 

A.  Needs  for  good  questions 

1.  Student  participation.    Vocally  and 
silently  (direct  thinking  without  ex- 
pression). 

2.  Continuity  of   thought    leading    to- 
ward the  objective  of  the  lesson. 

3.  Hold  attention  of  students. 

4.  Orientation    of   both    teacher    and     ^ 
pupil. 

5.  Aiding  in  the  review  and  the  as- 
signment. 

B.  What  makes  a  question  a  good  ques- 

tion? 

C.  S.  G.  Parker's  three  skills  an  earnest 

teacher  should  regard   as   basic  in 
the  Art  of   Questioning  should  be 
discussed  fully. 
They  are: 

1.  "Clear  and  rapid  thinking." 

2.  "A     keen    sense     of    relative 
value." 

3.  "Skill  in  wording  questions." 

Assignment  of  Lesson  12,  for  January  2: 

Lesson   planning   cannot  be   over-empha- 
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sized.  It  requires  the  developing  of  personal 
habits  of  studying  the  lesson  and  preparing 
it  for  teaching. 

1.  A  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
bring  to  class  details  of  lesson  planning  pro- 
cedures. 

2.  A  presentation  of  a  completely  planned 
lesson  by  each  student  would  be  helpful. 

(Note:  Lesson  XII  is  to  be  found  in  Wahlquist's 
Teaching  as  the  Direction  of  Activities,  Chapter 
XII,) 

A  PREVIEW 
ASSIGNMENT  OF  LESSON  XHI 

Before  making  this  assignment  the  in- 
structor in  charge  of  the  teacher  training  class 
should  familiarize  himself  with  the  subject 
matter  to  be  studied  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  January,  1944,  and  with  the  in- 
structions presented  for  teaching  that  ma- 
terial. The  subject  matter  does  not  appear 
in  the  regular  text,  but  is  printed  in  the  No- 
vember and  December  issues  of  the  In- 
structor under  the  title,  "Lesson  Planning." 
These  four  lessons  should  be  treated  as  one 
unit. 

Have  each  trainee  select  one  of  the  regu- 
larly assigned  Sunday  School  lessons  for 
February  6,  1944,  as  a  subject  with  which  to 
work  during  the  next  four  weeks.  Using 
the  discussion  on  the  objective,  the  first  di- 
vision of  "Lesson  Planning"  as  a  basis,  he 
should  construct  several  objectives  for  his 
lesson  subject,  each  one  of  which  meets  the 
requirements  of  a  good  objective.  These  ob- 
jectives should  be  submitted  in  written  form 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  class  period. 


THE  OBJECTIVE 
Lesson  13*  For  January  9,  1944 

Objective: 

To  develop  the  desire  and  the  ability  to 
construct  a  good  objective  on  an  assigned 
subject 

Use  the  recitation-discussion  method  to 
clarify  the  trainees'  understanding  of  the  sub- 
ject matter,  the  objective.  Criticize  with 
the  class  the  objectives  which  they  have  pre- 
pared on  their  subjects.  Have  each  trainee 
decide  on  the  objective  which  he  plans  to 
use  in  developing  his  lesson. 

Assignment: 

Have  trainees  read  the  second  division  of 
"Lesson  Planning,"  which  is  entitled,  "Mak- 
ing a  Tentative  Analysis."  Instruct  each 
trainee  to  bring  to  class  a  written  analysis  of 
his  subject. 


MAKING  A  TENTATIVE  ANALYSIS 
Lesson  14»  For  January  16^  1944 

Objectivct 

To  develop  ability  to  make  an  analysis  of  a 
given  subject. 

Conduct  a  recitation-discussion  on  the  as- 
signed material,  entitled  "Making  a  Tenta- 
tive Analysis."  Discuss  with  the  class  each 
analysis,  pointing  out  any  violations  of  the 
principles  of  unity.  Use  the  good  analysis 
as  models.  Make  certain  that  the  main 
points  of  each  analysis  do  not  overlap  and 
that  each  main  division  develops  the  objec- 
tive of  the  lesson. 

Assignment: 

Have  trainees  read,  "Collecting  the  Ma- 
terial," the  third  division  of  "Lesson  Plan- 
ning." Have  each  trainee  collect  on  cards, 
using  the  plan  discussed,  an  abundance  of 
material  on  his  lesson  subject. 

COLLECTING  MATERIAL 
Lesson  15*   For  January  23,  1944 

Objective: 

TO  develop  ability  to  collect  factual  data  in 
an  organized  manner. 

Conduct  a  recitation-discussion  on  "Col- 
lecting Material."  Examine  the  cards  con- 
taining the  material  which  each  trainee  has 
collected.  Stress  the  necessity  of  having  an 
abundance  of  cards.  Make  certain  that 
each  trainee  understands  how  to  collect  ma- 
terial in  the  organized  manner  suggested  in 
the  discussion. 

Assignment: 

Have  trainees  read  "Making  the  Outline," 
the  final  division  of  "Lesson  Planning."  Have 
each  trainee  submit  at  the  next  class  period 
a  written  analytical  outline   of  his  subject. 

MAKING  THE  OUTLINE 
Lesson  16*  For  January  30>  1944 

Objective: 

To  develop  ability  to  make  a  good  analytic 
cal  outline. 

Conduct  a  recitation-discussion  on  "Mak- 
ing the  Outline."  Criticize  each  outline  to 
make  certain  that  every  trainee  has  a  good 
plan  from  which  tO'  teach  a  lesson,  insist 
that  every  main  head  and  every  subhead  is 
in  the  form  of  a  complete  sentence,  that  co- 
ordinate heads  are  expressed  in  parallel 
structure,  and  that  each  main  head,  wher- 
ever possible,  contains  the  word  or  expres- 
sion which  forms  the  distinguishing  part  of 
the  objective. 
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GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 

Gerret  de  Jong,  chairman;  William  M.  McKay,  George  A.  Holt, 
Joseph  Christenson,  and  J.  Holman  Waters 


LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

PRESIDENT  GRANT  AS  A  TEACHER 
Lesson  46.  For  December  5t  1943 

Text: 

Lesson  39  of  the  Manual. 

Lesson  Dcvclopmcntt 

1.  Our  Church  is  essentially  a  teaching  in- 
stitution. Every  member  in  it  should  avail 
himself  of  every  opportunity  to  improve  his 
effectiveness  as  a  teacher  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus'  Christ,  first,  by  living  the  principles 
of  the  gospel  in  an  exemplary  way,  and,  sec- 
ond, by  using  all  proven  teaching  devices  he 
has  mastered  in  its  promulgation  by  word  of 
mouth. 

2.  President  Grant  qualifies  as  an  expert 
teacher  on  both  of  these  counts.  He  lives 
an  exemplary  life  (call  attention  again  to  the 
outstanding  ideas  presented  in  Lessons  8  and 
38  in  the  Manual),  and  he  is  a  natural  and 
effective  teacher  when  he  begins  to  explain 
the  precepts  of  the  Church. 

-  3.  President  Grant  seems  to  have  a  story 
that  vividly  illustrates  every  important  point 
he  tries  to  make.  Two  or  three  of  the  more 
commonly  known  ones  should  be  told  and 
analysed  to  show  why  they  never  miss  being 
effective  and  impressive. 

4.  Call  attention  to,  and  illustrate  his  rare 
ability  graphically  to  portray  what  he  wants 
his  listeners  to  see. 

5.  Show  that  his  own  personal  experiences 
form  the  richest  and  most  reliable  source  of 
illustrative  materials  he  draws  on,  with  the 
result  that  all  his  stories  and  illustrations  are 
vivid,  impressive,  genuine,  and  sparkling. 

6.  Don't  fail  to  enjoy  his  epigrammatic 
ability,  of  which  many  examples  are  given 
in  the  discussion  presented  in  the  Manual. 

AN  EXEMPLAR  OF  GOSPEL 

STANDARDS 
Lesson  47*  For  December  12,  1943 

Text: 

Lesson  40  of  the  Manual. 

Note  to  the  Teacher: 

To  develop  this  lesson,  it  may  be  wise  to 
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have  the  material  that  is  quoted  in  Lesson 
40  of  the  Manual  actually  read  to  the  class. 
This  procedure  will  help  to  give  direction  to 
the  discussion  and  establish  a  frame-work 
into  which  any  other  examples  of  living  the 
gospel  standards  will  fit. 

You  may  be  able  to  find  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  class  some  who  know  personally 
of  some  outstanding  examples  of  the  living 
of  the  gospel  truths  in  the  life  of  President 
Grant  and  other  leaders  of  the  Church. 
These  could  be  asked  one  or  two  weeks  in 
advance  to  prepare  these  examples  for  pre- 
sentation in  class. 

Do  not  fail  to  let  all  feel  that  the  best  way 
for  each  of  us  to  express  his  admiration  for 
any  one's  consistent  living  of  the  gospel,  is 
to  give  others  the  opportunity  in  turn  to  ad- 
mire us  for  the  same  accomplishment. 


PRESIDENT  GRANT'S  TESTIMONY 
Lesson  48.  For  December  19,  1943 

Textt 

Lesson  41  of  the  Manual.  Also  reread 
Lesson  4  of  this  year's  Manual. 

Note  to  the  Teacher: 

This  lesson  brings  the  year's  study  to  a 
close.  Appropriately  President  Grant's  tes- 
timony has  been  chosen  to  form  its  founda- 
tion. Something  of  the  spirit  that  comes 
with  this  testimony  can  be  had  from  reading 
in  full  what  has  been  quoted  in  Lesson  41  of 
the  Manual.  We  should  make  sure  that  all 
members  of  the  class  hear  in  detail  some  of 
President  Grant's  testimony,  even  though 
they  have  not  previously  read  it  in  the  Man- 
ual. 

Lesson  Development: 

Review  again  briefly  the  principles  laid 
down  and  discussed  in  Lesson  4  of  this  year's 
Manual,  entitled  "Testimony." 

Note  the  assurance  of,  and  gratefulness 
for,  the  truthfulness  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  reality  of  the  Vision  of  Jo- 
seph Smith. 
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GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 

A.  William  Lund,  chairman;  Thomas  L.  Martin,  and 
Archibald  F.  Bennett 


LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

Subject;  Birthright  Blessings 

THE  CELESTIAL  FAMILY 
Lesson  46*  For  December  5,  1943 

References; 

Birthright  Blessings,  Lesson  46;  Liahona 
5:673-678  or  Utah  Gen.  &  Hist.  Magazine 
23:54-59;  see  also  the  same  maqazine,  Vol. 
11:111-112. 

Problem: 

How  families  will  be  organized  in  the  here- 
after who  prove  worthy  of  a  celestial  or- 
ganization. 

Topical  Outline 

I.  The  Heavenly  Order  of  Eternity 

a.  Taught  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 

b.  Endearing  relationships  that  are 
eternal 

II.  The  Eternal  Family  Organization 

a.  Husbands  and  wives  for  all  eternity 

b.  Cultivation  and  enlargement  of  love 
and  sympathy 

c.  Offspring  numerous  as  the  stars 

III.  The  Celestial  Family 

a.  Immortal,  eternal  companionships 

b.  Resurrected  with  all  bodily  and 
mental  faculties 

c.  Each  family  a  link  in  the  chain  con- 
necting the  royal  family  of  heaven 
and  earth  in  one  eternal  bond 

IV.  Patriarchal  Order    of   God's    Govern- 
ment 

a.  A  fatherly  government 

b.  Each  father  holds  lawful  jurisdiction 
over  his  own  children  forever 

c.  Sons  never  free  from  the  authority 
of  father 

d.  Rule  exercised  in  benevolent  right- 
eousness. 

V.  Eternal  Union  of  Husband  and  Wife 

a.  Ordinary  marriages  end  at  death 

b.  Marriages  for  eternity  not  affected 
by  death 

c.  First  marriage  performed  by  God  for 

eternity 


d.  Eternal  relationship  of  parents  and 
children 

VI.  The  Perfected  Earth  Family 

a.  Eternal  form  of  government 

b.  The  Eternal  Father  and  Christ  at 
the  head 

c.  Under  them,  Adam  presides     over 
all  his  offspring 

d.  The  order  of  the  Ancient  of  Days 

e.  Each  faithful  father  similarly  to  pre- 
side over  his  offspring 

VII.  New     Worlds     to     be     Formed     and 
Peopled 

a.  The  blessings  of  Abraham 

b.  Enlarging  and  multiplying 

c.  Greater  things  to  be  made  manifest 

VIII.  Marriage    Leading    to     the     Celestial 
Family  Circle 

a.  Seek  purity  and  virtue 

b.  Ask  counsel  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
matrimonial  problems 

c.  Understand  the  principles  of  eternal 
life  and  union 

d.  Woe    of    eternal   banishment    from 
loved  ones 

Study  Helps; 

1.  Show  that  God's  perfect  form  of  mar- 
riage covenant  is  one  for  eternity. 

2.  What  kind  of  marriage  did  the  Father 
perform  for  Adam  and  Eve? 

3.  What  kind  does  he  desire  us  to  have 
performed? 

4.  Contrast  the  results  of  the  marriage  un- 
til death  with  those  of  one  for  time  and  all 
eternity. 

5.  Explain  the  expression  "ministering 
servants,  to  minister  for  those  who  are 
worthy  of  a  far  more,  and  an  exceeding,  and 
an  eternal  weight  of  glory."  {See  Doc.  & 
Gov.  132:15-17;  also  131:1-4.) 

6.  Explain  the  form  of  organization  and 
government  which  will  pertain  in  the  Ce- 
lestial Kingdom. 

A  CHAIN  OF  FAMILIES 
Lesson  474  For  December  12,  1943 

References: 

Birthright  Blessings,  Lesson  47;  Brigham 
Young,  Discourses,  pp.  612-613;  Doc.  &  Gov. 
128:8-9,  17-18. 
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Topical  Outline: 

I.  Children  of  the  Covenant 

a.  Blessings    of    Abraham,    Isaac    and 
Jacob 

b.  Sealed  upon  the  heads  of  the  faithful 
'    c.  The  way  to  perfection 

d.  Legal  heirs  to  the  blessings 

e.  Sealings  upon  candidates  for  celes- 
tial glory 

f.  "The  will  of  the  Lord  to  his  people" 

IL  A  Chain  of  Priesthood 

a.  Clear  back  to  Father  Adam 

b.  To  include  posterity  to    the    latest 
generation 

III.  Where  to  Begin 

a.  With  yourself 

b.  Your  pedigree  chart 

c.  Family  groups  for  each  marriage  of 
each  progenitor 

d.  Checking  your  line  of  sealing 

e.  The  gap  that  must  be  bridged 

f.  "Because  of  the  Chain  of  Priesthood 
being  broken  upon  the  earth" 

g.  To  form  a  perfect  chain 

IV.  A  New  Order  of  Things 

a.  Children  being  born  in  the  covenant 

b.  Angels  have  charge  over  them 

c.  Entitled  to  revelations  of  the  Lord 

d.  Kings  and  Priests  unto  God 

e.  Lawgivers  to  their  own  family  and 
posterity 

f.  This  fulfills  the  mission  of  Elijah 

g.  The  climax  of  all  Gospel  ordinances 


OUR  DIVINE  LINEAGE 
Lesson  48.  For  December  19,  1943 

Referencest 

Birthright  Blessings,  Lesson  48;  The  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  a  doctrinal  exposition  by 
the  First  Presidency,  issued  as  a  pamphlet; 
reprinted  in  the  Utah  Genealogical  and  His- 
torical Magazine,  31 : 1-9;  "The  Beginning  of 
Our  Pedigree,"  Deseret  News,  February  4, 
1933;  Doc.  &  Co  v.  76:22-24,  58-59;  Moses 
2:26-27;  3:7;  6:8-9,  22;  Luke  3:38;  Vitality 
of  Mormonism,  pp.  233-248;  Brigham  Young, 
Discourses,  pp.  76-86. 

Topical  Outline: 

I.  God  the  Father 

a.  Elohim  is  the  literal  Father  of  our 
spirits 

b.  Christ  is  the  firstborn  in  the  spirit 
family 

c.  He  is  the  Only  Begotten  in  the  flesh 

d.  He  is  not  the  father  of  the  spirits 
who  came  to  this  earth,  but  their 
Elder  Brother 

e.  Only  resurrected  beings  can  become 
parents  of  spirit  offspring 


IL  Our  Spirit  Body 

a.  Existed  before  birth,  lives  after 
death 

b.  Inseparably  united  with  body  after 
resurrection,  "never  more  to  be  di- 
vided"— body  then  can  die  no  more 

c.  Spirit  body  tenants  the  mortal  body 
in  life 

d.  Earthly  body  develops  in  likeness  of 
spirit  body  normally 

III.  The  Beginning  of  Our  Pedigree 

a.  Our  pedigree  begins  with  our  Father 
in  Heaven 

b.  An  extensive  spirit  family 

c.  Worlds  created  by  Jesus  while  yet 
a  spirit 

d.  "Inhabitants  thereof  are  begotten 
sons  and  daughters  unto  God" 

e.  Our  training  and  preparation  for 
earth  life 

f.  All  did  not  develop  alike 

IV.  Tried  and  Found  True 

a.  The  priceless  gift  of  free  agency 

b.  Sanctioned  the  appointment  of  the 
Savior  and  the  plan  of  salvation 

c.  Fought  valiantly  with  the  Savior 
and  Michael 

d.  Earned  the  privilege  of  an  -earthly 
body 

V.  The  Creation  of  Adam  and  Eve 

a.  Progenitor  of  the  human  race 

b.  Scriptural  story  of  the  creation 

c.  "In  the  image  of  his  (God's)  own 
body,  male  and  female,  created  He 
them" 

d.  The  Lord's  explanation  to  the  broth- 
er of  Jared 

e.  Adam  called  the  "son  of  God"  (Mos- 
es 6:22;  Luke  3:38) 

VI.  Blessings  Through  Our  Lineage 

a.  Because  of  our  divine  lineage 

b.  May  attain  the  status  of  a  god 

c.  May  become  like  God 

d.  To  dwell  with  Him  eternally 

e.  "Wherefore  all  things  are  theirs" 

Study  Helps: 

1.  Explain:  "The  genesis  of  every  soul 
lies  back  in  the  eternity  past,  beyond  the  hori- 
zon of  our  full  comprehension,  and  what  we 
call  a  beginning  is  as  truly  a  consummation 
and  an  ending."  ( Vitality  of  Mormonism,  p. 
241.) 

2.  Interpret  these  plain  and  forthright 
statements: 

"Man  is  of  eternal  nature  and  of  Divine 
lineage.  The  spirits  of  mankind  are  the  off- 
spring of  God.  God  the  Eternal  Father  is 
the  actual  and  literal  Parent  of  spirits.  Of 
all  the  spirit  children  begotten  of  the  Eternal 
Father  throughout  the  eons  past,  Jesus  Christ 
was  the  firstborn.     Man's  spirit,  therefore, 

{Turn  to  page  537) 
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LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

THE  MISSIONARY  ATTITUDE 
AND  SPIRIT 
Lesson  43*  For  December  5,  1943 

Text: 

The  Gospel  Message,  Chapter  XXVII. 

Objective; 

To  encourage  students  to  cultivate  a  mis- 
sionary spirit. 

Arousing  Class  Interest; 

Step  1 .  Arouse  general  class  interest  by  one 
of  the  following  methods; 

A.  The  Question  Approach 

Such  questions  as  the  following  might  be 
asked : 

1.  Why  did  the  apostles  to  whom  the 
resurrected  Lord  appeared  bother  to 
tell  others  of  that  occurance? 

2.  Can  one  be  a  true  follower  of  Christ 
without  having  a  missionary  spirit? 

3.  In  your  opinion  what  great  mission- 
aries best  exemplify  the  proper  mis- 
sionary attitude? 

4.  What  has  the  Lord  said  concerning  the 
proper  attitude  of  missionaries? 

(Don't  expect  complete  answers  at 
this  state  of  the  lesson  but  move  on  to 
step  2.) 

B.  The  Problem  Approach 

1.  A  young  man  has  been  inactive  in  the 
Church  for  some  time  and  does  not 
appear  upon  the  tithing  records  of  his 
ward.  His  father  and  mother  fearing 
that  he  will  be  drafted  prevail  upon  the 
bishop  to  recommend  the  young  man 
for  a  missionary  call.  In  your  opinion, 
should  such  a  recommendation  be 
made?  How  would  such  a  young  man 
be  handicapped  when  he  reached  the 
mission  field? 

2.  A  young  man,  when  called  upon  a  mis- 
sion, is  already  a  college  graduate.  He 
feels  somewhat  superior  to  his  fellow 
missionaries  who  have  had  no  college 


training.  Will  this  feeling  be  a  handi- 
cap to  him  in  his  missionary  work? 
Why? 
3.  Most  of  the  apostles  of  Jesus  suffered 
violent  death  at  the  hand  of  their  ene- 
mies rather  than  desist  from  their  mis- 
sionary labors.  How  do  you  account 
for  such  missionary  spirit? 

C.  The  Narrative  Approach 

Have  a  returned  missionary  relate  how  he 
got  the  spirit  of  his  calling. 

The  Research  Period; 

Step  2.  (a)  Having  aroused  general  class 
interest  have  the  class  read  silently  chapter 
XXVII  in  the  Manual.  While  this  is  being 
done  the  director  should  outline  the  Manual 
material  on  the  blackboard.  This  will  act  as 
a  review  for  the  fast  readers. 

(b)  Have  special  talks  given  (see  previ- 
ous lesson  for  suggested  assignment ) . 

The  Discussion; 

Step  3.  Return  to  any  unanswered  ques- 
tions or  problems  for  further  discussion.  In- 
troduce new  problems. 

The  Summarization; 

Step  4,  With  the  help  of  the  class  sum- 
marize on  the  blackboard  the  essential  ele- 
ments of  a  good  missionary  attitude. 

Assignments; 

Step  5.  The  next  class  hour  will  be  de- 
voted to  a  discussion  of  "Missionary  study 
habits  and  personal  life."  The  following  as- 
signments are  suggested. 

1 .  A  returned  missionary  should  be  invited 
to  tell  of  "life  in  missionary  lodgings."  (5 
minutes. ) 

2.  A  returned  missionary  (perhaps  the 
same  one)  should  be  asked  to  tell  "How  a 
Missionary  Should  Study."  (5  minutes.) 

3.  Where  there  are  several  returned  mis- 
sionaries available  an  informal  panel  discus- 
sion might  be  arranged,  rather  than  the  above 
talks,  covering  various  problems  of  mission- 
ary life. 
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MISSIONARY  STUDY  HABITS  AND 

PERSONAL  LIFE 

Lesson  44*  For  December  12,  1943 

Text: 

The  Gospel  Message,  Chapter  XXVIII, 

Objective: 

To  awaken  students  to  the  nature  of  the 
personal  problems  which  the  missionary  must 
face, 

Arousmg  Interest: 

Step  1.  Arouse  general  class  interest  by 
one  of  the  following  methods: 

A.  The  Question  Approach 

Such  questions  as  the  following  may  be 
asked: 

1.  When  should  a  missionary  do  his 
studying?  For  how  long  at  a  time  each 
day? 

2.  How  should  a  missionary  study:  by 
subject?   Book?    Questions? 

3.  Should  missionaries  cook  their  own 
meals?  What  should  they  know  about 
foods? 

4.  What  are  some  of  the  causes  of  sick- 
ness among  our  missionaries?  Could 
some  of  these  be  eliminated? 

5.  Should  a  missionary  keep  a  daily  jour- 
nal? Why?  What  should  he  put  into 
it? 

6.  Should  a  missionary  keep  a  bank  ac- 
count in  the  field?  How  much  money 
should  he  carry  about  with  him?  How 
much  money  will  he  need  per  month  in 
the  average  mission? 

7.  How  should  a  missionary  dress? 
Should  an  Elder  wear  a  sweater  while 
tracting?  In  meeting?  What  effect  does 
the  clothes  of  the  missionary  have  upon 
the  people  among  whom  he  labors? 

B.  The  Problem  Approach 

1.  A  missionary,  upon  reaching  the  field 
of  labor,  is  assigned  a  companion  and 
put  immediately  to  work  tracting  and 
preaching.  He  finds  that  he  knows 
very  little  concerning  the  Bible.  How 
should  he  go  about  the  study  of  the 
Bible?  Should  he  read  it  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end?  Should  he  read 
any  books  about  the  Bible?  What 
rules  should  he  follow  in  interpreting 
a  passage  of  scripture? 

2.  Before  leaving  for  his  mission  a  mis- 
sionary has  become  greatly  attached  to 
a  young  lady.  How  often  should  he 
write  to  her?  Should  he  make  her  any 
promises? 

,  3.  A  young  man  called  on  a  mission  has 
been  practicing  for  some  years  on   a 


musical  instrument.  Should  he  take 
this  instrument  with  him  into  the  mis- 
sion field?  Should  he  continue  to  de- 
vote regular  periods  to  practice? 

C.  The  Panel  Discussion 

Where  a  panel  discussion  has  been  ar- 
ranged no  other  introduction  is  necessary 
than  to  start  the  panel  discussion  by  in- 
jecting a  question  on  the  personal  life  of 
the  missionary.  The  panel  discussion  may 
occupy  the  whole  class  time. 

D.  The  Narrative  Approach 

Have  a  returned  missionary  relate  some 
of  the  more  difRcult  personal  problems 
they  encountered  while  in  the  mission 
field.  (5  to  10  minutes.) 

The  Research  Period: 

Step  2.  (a)  Have  the  class  read  (silently) 
Chapter  XXVIII  of  the  Manual.  While  the 
students  are  reading,  the  instructor  might 
write  on  the  blackboard  a  list  of  problems  on 
the  personal  life  and  habits  of  the  missionary. 

(b)  Have  special  assignments  given  (see 
the  preceding  lesson  for  suggested  assign- 
ments ) . 

The  Discussion: 

Step  3.  Return  to  any  unanswered  ques- 
tions and  problems  for  further  discussion. 
Present  other  problems.  Encourage  the  ask- 
ing of  questions  by  students  on  problems  of 
missionary  life. 

The  Summarization: 

Step  4.  Summarize  with  the  help  of  the 
class  rules  which  should  govern  the  personal 
life  and  study  habits  of  the  missionary. 

Assignments: 

Step  5.  The  next  class  hour  should  be  de- 
voted to  a  general  review.  See  lesson  45  for 
suggestions. 


GENERAL  REVIEW  I 

Lesson  45*  For  December  19,  1943  i 

This  Sunday  should  be  devoted  to  a  re- 
view of  important  aspects  of  the  year's 
course.  The  method  to  be  followed  in  re- 
viewing should  be  carefully  worked  out  in 
advance  so  that  its  purpose  may  be  accom- 
plished. The  following  are  suggested  meth- 
ods: 

A.  The  Written  Review 

Where  paper  and  pencils  can  be  supplied 
a  written  review  can  be  useful.  Questions 
should  be  used  which  require  only  brief 
answers.    The  questions  suggested  in  the 

{Turn  to  page  545) 


YOUR  STRUGGLE  WITH  EVIL 
Lesson  39,  For  December  5t  1943 


Objectives: 

1.  To  help  students  recognize  the  existence 
of  evil  without  its  causing  them  to  lose  faith 
in  God. 

2.  To  inspire  and  help  them  to  overcome 
evil  in  their  own  lives  and  in  those  of  their 
fellowmen. 

Method  of  Lesson  Presentation: 

I.  Evil  Does  Exist 

Out  young  people  already  know,  or 
will  certainly  soon  find  out,  that  there 
are  experiences  in  life  which  are  de- 
structive and  which  hinder  men  in  their 
efforts  to  live  the  good  life.  These 
evils  are  usually  classified  as  ( 1 )  natur- 
al and   (2)   moral. 

A.  Natural  Evil — designates  such  things 
as  earth-quakes,  floods,  volcanic 
eruptions,  some  diseases,  etc.  They 
come  unexpectedly  and  like  the  rain 
often  pour  down  on  all  persons 
alike.  (Note  Matt.  5:45) 
;B.  Moral  Evil — designates  such  evils 
as  war,  murder,  coveteousness,  de- 
ception, lack  of  reverence  for  life, 
great  inequality  of  opportunity, 
slavery  in  one  form  or  another,  etc. 
The  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty 
sometimes  suffer  from  moral  evils 
also. 

II.  Causes  of  Evil 

Why  evil  exists  in  the  world  and 
just  who  is  to  blame  for  it  has  puzzled 
the  philosopher  for  thousands  of  years. 
The  Book  of  Job  wrestles  with  the  ques- 
tion, too,  without  giving  a  complete 
answer.  We  cannot  answer  the  ques- 
tion fully.  Do  not  promise  the  class  too 
much.  What  is  important  is  that  we 
take  certain  wholesome  attitudes  to- 
wards the  problem  of  evil;  that  we 
know  what  to  do  about  it  in  our  own 
living. 

Begin  the  class  by  admitting,  stat- 
ing, and  illustrating  the  two  types  of 
evil.  Then  ask  the  class  this  question: 
Why  does  this  evil  exist  in  the  world? 
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In  reply  you  may  receive  a  great  variety 
of  answers  some  of  which  will  be 
wrong,  some  partly  right,  and  some 
quite  right.  The  following  suggestions 
may  help: 

A.  The  Kind  of  World  in  Which  We 
Live 

We  do  not  live  in  a  "perfect" 
world,  one  in  which  everything  is 
made  to  our  order.  When  we  came 
here  we  agreed  to  live  under  the 
laws  of  earth  life.  The  Lord, 
Himself,  has  to  work  w^ith  the  ma- 
terials and  laws  which  obtain  here. 
Death,  for  example,  is  as  much  a 
part  of  the  life  of  man  as  birth.  Yet 
we  are  not  willing  often  to  accept 
this  fact  of  earth-existence.  Much 
natural  evil  results  from  the  nature 
of  the  world  in  which  we  live.  It 
belongs  to  life. 

B.  Free  Agency 

As  we  shall  see  in  our  next  lesson, 
men  have  free  agency.  They  have 
the  power  to  make  choices,  to  do 
good  or  evil.  The  free  agency  of 
men  is  the  basic  explanation  of  moral 
evil  in  the  world.  In  it  lies  the  ma- 
jor explanation  of  man's  opportunity 
for  either  moral  growth  or  for  dis- 
integration and  failure. 

This  free  agency  was  ours  even 
in  the  pre-existence.  It  seems  to  be 
inherent  in  our  eternal  intelligence. 
(Doc.  &  Gov.  93:29-31)  If  we  are 
truly  free,  our  Heavenly  Father  can- 
not help  it  if  we  do  evil.  The  whole 
effort  of  Diety  is  directed  towards 
inspiring  us  to  overcome  evil.  Our 
free  agency,  however,  enables  us  to 
ignore  Divine  guidance  and  to  bring 
evil  upon  ourselves  and  others. 
(Note  Alma  3:19,26,  27). 

C.  Satan 

The  Scriptures  frequently  speak 
of  Satan  (the  Devil)  as  the  Tempter 
to  evil.  True,  he  is  attempting  to 
persuade  men  to  do  evil,  yet  he  is 
not  the  sole  source.  He  can  only 
work  through  the  free  agency  of 
men.  If  we  do  what  is  right,  he  can 
have  no  power  over  us.    Pie  is  bound. 
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(Note  I  Nephi  22:26.)  The  power 
over  evil  still  lies  within  us  and  our 
free  agency. 

D.  Ignorance 

Much  suffering  in  the  world  is 
caused  by  man's  ignorance.  Hence 
the  Prophet  Joseph's  statements. 
"Man  cannot  be  saved  in  ignorance." 
and  "Man  is  saved  no  faster  than  he 
gets  knowledge." 

III.  Our  Attitude  Towards  Evil 

With  the  above  material  as  back- 
ground let  us  raise  some  questions 
which  are  discussed  and  answered  in 
the  Manual.  If  you  think  it  advisable, 
list  them  on  the  board,  and  encourage 
Manual  study  as  one  source  of  an- 
swers. 

Questions: 

1.  Does  any  good  result  from  meeting 
up  with  evil  if  we  refuse  to  be  over- 
come by  it?    Illustrate. 

2.  Evaluate  Hugh  J.  Cannon's  state- 
ment: "It  is  better  to  walk  around 
temptation  than  through  it."  (See 
Manual,  p.  105,  Column  1.) 

3.  Evaluate  Emerson's  "Law  of  Com- 
pensation." 

4.  Why  does  evil  often  go  apparently 
unpunished  while  the  innocent  suf- 
fer? (Manual,  p.  106) 

5.  What  should  our  attitude  be  towards 
(a)  sin  and  (b)  the  sinner?  (See 
Doc.  &  Cov.  1:31,  32,  and  Matt. 
7:1-5.) 

6.  Name  some  evils  which  we  ought 
to  resist  now. 

7.  What  are  our  best  means  of  com- 
bating temptation  and  evil? 

References: 

Manual,  Lesson  39;  Genesis  3:17-19;  II 
Nephi  2;  Talmage,  Articles  of  i'ai^/z.  Chap- 
ter 3;  Bennion,  M.,  Moral  Teachings  of  the 
New  Testament:  Bennion,  L.  L.,  Religion  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints,  pp.  80-86. 

Advanced  Assignment: 

1.  Short  talk:  "How  we  can  develop  to 
the  fullest  degree  our  personal  moral 
freedom." 


YOUR  FREE  AGENCY 
Lesson  40*  For  December  12,  1943 

Objective: 

To  teach  that  responsibility  is  always  as- 
sociated with  freedom — that  the  highest  free- 
dom comes  from  being  able  to  live  in  harmony 
with  the  highest  principles  or  laws  of  life. 


Method  of  Lesson  Presentation: 

This  lesson  lends  itself  to  a  three-fold  de- 
velopment ( 1 )  Man's  free  agency  ( 2 )  Its  de- 
velopment and  (3)  Freedom  and  obedience. 

I.  Man's  Free  Agency 

References: 

II  Nephi  2:16.  27,  10:23;  Alma  29:4,  5; 
Helaman  14:30,  31;  Doc.  &  Cov.  58: 
27-29  and  93:30,  31. 

Questions: 

1.  What  is  meant  by  free  agency? 

2.  Can  you  do  anything  you  wish  or 
are  there  some  restrictions  on  your 
freedom?  Illustrate  e.g.  Law,  ig- 
norance, sin,  and  the  freedom  of 
others. 

3.  Quote  the  second  Article  of  Faith. 
Wherein  is  it  consistent  with  the 
doctrine  of  free  agency? 

II.  Developing  One's  Freedom 

Rererences* 

John  8:  31-36  &  Doc.  fi»  Cov.  98:8, 
58:26-29.  Call  for  assigned  report  on 
this  topic. 

Questions: 

1.  State  the  ways  in  which  one  may 
increase  his  freedom. 

2.  Illustrate  how  knowledge  may  bring 
increased  freedom.  (Note  the  Man- 
ual illustration  of  savage  and  civi- 
lized man.  Draw  from  your  own 
experience  or  the  history  of  medi- 
cine.) 

3.  Show  wherein  sin  brings  bondage 
rather  than  freedom. 

4.  Which  principle  brings  the  greater 
freedom  among  men,  conflict  or  co- 
operation? State  and  illustrate  your 
position  on  this  question. 

III.  Freedom  and  Obedience 

John  8:32;  Doc.  &  Cov.  98:8;  the  Man- 
ual, pp.  108-109. 

Problems: 

1.  Explain  and  illustrate,  "Ye  shall 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free." 

2.  Illustrate  wherein  traffic  laws  guar- 
antee to  everyone  freedom  in  the 
long  run. 

3.  Illustrate  wherein  greater  freedom  is 
accompanied  by  greater  responsibil- 
ity,  for  example,     (1)    in  marriage 

(2)  in  the  parent-child  relationship 

(3)  in  a  democracy  (4)   in  gaining; 
salvation. 
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General  References: 

Talmage,  Articles  of  Faith,  Chapter  3; 
Smith,  Gospel  Doctrine,  Chapter  IV;  Young, 
Discourses,  Chapter  V;  Bennion,  M.,  Moral 
Teachings  of  the  New  Testament,  Chapter 
II;  Bennion,  L.  L.,  Religion  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  pp.  49-52. 

Advanced  Assignments: 

Next  Sunday  is  our  last  class  meeting  in 
1943.  Depending  on  how  you  desire  to  use 
the  time,  you  will  wish  to  make  some  ad- 
vanced assignments.  (See  Review  below) 

REVIEW 
For  December  19,  1943 

Objective: 

(Your  review  may  have  one  of  several  ob- 
jectives. Be  sure  it  has  at  least  one.)  The 
following  are  suggested: 

1.  To  evaluate  the  course  of  study  for  the 
entire  year — the  students'  attitude  towards  it 
and  the  gains  made  during  the  year. 

2.  To  increase  their  understanding  of  the 
principles  discussed  in  the  last  Quarter  of  the 
year  or  of  any  one  principle  which  needs  fur- 
ther elaboration. 

3.  To  help  the  students  leave  your  class 
with  good  feeling  and  with  enthusiasm  to 
study  and  live  the  Gospel. 

Method  of  Lesson  Presentation: 

The  following  are  suggestions  from  which 
you  may  wish  to  choose: 

I.  Open  Forum 

Invite  each  student  to- bring  to  class 
a  question  or  problem  for  class-con- 
sideration. Arrange  these  questions  in 
as  logical  an  order  as  possible.  Have 
the  class  discuss  them.  Draw  upon 
the  fundamentals  discussed  during  the 
year  as  much  as  possible.  (If  this  meth- 
od of  review  is  to  be  used,  have  an- 
other in  reserve  because  the  students 
may  fail  to  bring  their  questions. ) 
11.  Floor  Talks 

Assign  four  or  five  talks  in  advance. 
After  each  talk  have  a  similar  length 
of  time  for  students  to  question  each 
speaker  or  to  comment  on  the  subject. 
The  teacher  or  a  student  may  act  as 
discussion  chairman. 

Suggestions  for  Talks: 

1.  My  idea  of  a  good  Church  worker. 

2.  My  plan  for  studying  the  Scriptures. 

3.  My  idea  of  a  real  Latter-day  Saint. 

4.  My  plan  for  overcoming  a  certain 
evil  of  life. 

{e.g.  ignorance,  disease,  sin,  etc.) 

5.  My  idea  of  this  course  of  study. 

6.  My  reasons  for  faith  in  the  youth 
of  the  Church  today. 


II.  A  Factual  Test 

Go  over  lessons  31  to  40  inclusive. 
Choose  some  significant    ideas    which 
you  believe  are  important  to  know.  Se- 
lect a  variety  of  type — some  more  gen- 
eral, others  specific.    Work  out  a  test 
which  the  class  will  enjoy  taking    for 
part   of  the  period. 
For  suggestions  on  testing,  see  Wahlqtdst, 
Teaching  as  the  Direction  of  Activities,  Chap- 
ter XII.  ^ 


GENEALOGICAL  TRAINING 

{Concluded  from  page  532) 

is  in  the  likeness  of  its  Divine  and  Eternal 
Father,  and  in  the  operations  of  the  functions 
of  life  it  shapes  the  body  to  conform  with  it- 
self. 

3.  In  an  editorial  by  the  First  Presidency, 
published  in  the  Improvement  Era,  15:417, 
these  forceful  statements  are  made: 

"The  First  Presidency  have  nothing  to  ad- 
vance concerning  pre-existing  states,  but 
that  which  is  contained  in  the  revelations  to 
the  Church.  The  written  standards  of  scrip- 
ture show  that  all  people  who  come  to  tihis 
earth  and  are  born  in  mortality,  had  a  pre- 
existent,  spiritual  personality,  as  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  Eternal  Father.  Jesus  Christ 
was  the  first-born.  A  spirit  born  of  God  is 
an  immortal  being.  When  the  body  dies, 
the  spirit  does  not  die.  In  the  resurrected 
state  the  body  will  be  immortal  as  well  as 
the  spirit.  Speculations  as  to  the  career  of 
Adam  before  he  came  to  earth  are  of  no 
value.  We  learn  by  revelation  that  he  was 
Michael,  the  archangel,  and  that  he  stands 
at  the  head  of  his  posterity  on  earth.  (Doc. 
&  Cov.,  Sec.  107:53-56.)  Dogmatic  asser- 
tions do  not  take  the  place  of  revelation." 

4.  The  blessings  that  come  through  this 
divine  lineage  are  emphasized  in  another  edi- 
torial by  the  First  Presidency  on  "The  Origin 
of  Man,"  in  the  Era,  13:80-81. 

"Adam,  our  great  progenitor,  'the  first 
man,'  was,  like  Christ,  a  pre-existent  spirit, 
and  like  Christ,  he  took  upon  him  an  ap- 
propriate body,  the  body  of  a  man,  and  so 
became  a  'living  soul.'  *** 

"The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  basing  its  belief  on  divine  revelation, 
ancient  and  modern,  proclaims  man  to  be 
the  direct  and  lineal  offspring  of  Diety.  God 
Himself  is  an  exalted  man,  perfected,  en- 
throned and  supreme.  ***  Man  is  a  child  of 
God,  formed  in  the  divine  image  and  en- 
dowed with  divine  attributes,  and  even  as 
an  infant  son  of  an  earthly  father  and  mother 
is  capable  in  due  time  of  becoming  a  man, 
so  the  undeveloped  offspring  of  celestial 
parentage  is  capable,  by  experiences  through 
ages  and  aeons,  of  evolving  into  a  God." 


^CBDDfi®!}^ 


PAYING  THE  BILLS 

Lesson  46.  For  December  5,  1943 

Objective: 

To  promote  an  understanding  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  tithing  and  a  desire  to  be  a  tithe 
payer. 

References: 

Doctrine  and  Covenants,  85:3,  64:23,  97: 
11,  119,  120;  Genesis  28:20-22;  Proverbs  3:9, 
11 :24;  Mark  12:42;  Widtsoe,  Program  of  the 
Church,  chapter  8;  Berrett,  The  Restored 
Church,  pp.  7,  10,  384-385;  The  Improve- 
ment Era,  September,  1943,  p.  545,  "Why 
and  How  Should  Tithing  Be  Paid." 

Observation: 

Every  great  organization  must  have  funds 
to  carry  on  its  activities.  The  Church  is  no 
exception.  There  are  chapels  and  temples  to 
build  and  maintain.  The  educational  and 
missionary  systems  of  the  Church  must  be 
supported.  The  poor  and  afflicted  must  be 
cared  for.  Those  who  subscribe  to  the  pro- 
gram and  share  its  benefits  could  not  do  less 
consistently  than  pay  their  share  of  the  cost. 

Tithing,  however,  is  not  obligatory.  It 
is  based  upon  an  entirely  voluntary  basis.  It 
is  a  free  will  offering.  Given  in  that  spirit, 
it  enlarges  the  soul  and  promotes  richly  the 
spiritual  growth  which  comes  from  all  un- 
selfish giving  in  a  worthy  and  noble  cause. 
Love  of  God  and  fellow  men  is  the  motive 
and  inspiration  which  should  underlie  the 
payment  of  tithing. 

Points  of  Emphasis: 

1 .  The  extensive  religious  and  educational 
program  sponsored  by  the  church. 

2.  The  beneficient  results  of  this  program 
in  human  w^ell-being. 

3.  Tithing  as  the  revealed  plan  for  financ- 
ing the  program. 

4.  The  rewards  of  tithe  paying  are  inher- 
ent in  the  act  of  giving.  ("It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.") 

Thought  Questions: 

1.  Discuss  the  statement,  "It  is  more  bles- 
sed to  give  than  to  receive." 
Page  538 


GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 

M.  Lynn  Bennion,  Chairman 
Antone  K.  Romney,  Ralph  B.  Keeler 


2.  A  widow's  "mite"  might  be  more  ac- 
ceptable than  a  rich  man's  wealth.  Ex- 
plain. 

3.  Should  we  effect  increased  material 
prosperity  as  a  result  of  paying  tithing? 

4.  Do  all  who  pay  an  honest  tithing  pros- 
per financially? 

PAST  AND  PRESENT 
Lesson  47.  For  December  12,  1943 

I 

Objective: 

To  inspire  youth  to  prepare  for  the  respon- 
sibilities that  await  them.  Particularly  to  im- 
press upon  them  the  fact  that  the  gospel  re- 
quires them  to  dedicate  their  talents  and  their 
means  to  the  welfare  of  others. 

Supplemental  and  Enrichment  Material: 

Contributions  to  the  poor,  Jesus  said,  were 
to  be  made  in  humility — without  boasting. 
"Let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right 
hand  doeth,"  and  Paul  said  that  one  should 
show  mercy  with  cheerfulness.  "Let  him 
give!  not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity;  for  God 
loveth  a  cheerful  giver."  "Whoso  hath  this 
world's  goods,  and  seeth  his  brother  have 
need,  and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compas- 
sion from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God 
in  him?"  (Numbers  18:21-26,  Leviticus  27: 
30;  Deuteronomy  15:7-11;  Matthew  542; 
Galations  2:10;  I  Timothy  6:18;  Hebrews  13: 
16;  Romans  12:8;  I  John  3:17;  Acts  3:2. 

"The  essential  thought  derived  from  the 
inequalities  and  interdependence  of  human- 
ity, is  that  men  must  give  one  another  mu- 
tual support.  The  strong,  who  have  been 
blessed  with  greater  gifts,  are  under  special 
obligation  to  the  community  ....  If  a  per- 
son possesses  knowledge,  he  must  give  know- 
ledge to  others;  if  he  have  great  faith,  he 
must  use  his  faith  until  all  know  its  virtue; 
if  he  have  acquired  great  wealth,  he  must 
use  it  so  that  others  may  share  in  its  physical 
benefits.  Those  who  have  mu;st  give  to 
those  who  have  not-.  Thereby  the  strong  be- 
come stronger." 
Questions  and  Problems: 

1.  One  of  the  penalties  put  upon  Adam 
for  breaking  the  law  was  to  work  for 
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his  living,  or,  eat  his  bread  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow.    Show  that  this  really  was 
a  blessing. 
2.  Just  what  is  the  "Order  of  Enoch"? 

3.  Show   that   Joseph's   plan    of    helping 
people  had  in  it  no  selfish  interests. 

4.  Wherein  are  there  selfish  interests  sug- 
gested in  Solomon's  plan. 

5.  Discuss  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  giving  and  receiving. 

Additional  References: 

Book  of  Mormon  and  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants, see  indexes;  Gospel  Doctrine,  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith,  chapter  13;  Program  of  the 
Church,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  p.  73,  97-98;  Cur- 
rent Gospel  Questions,  Widtsoe,  chapter  16; 
Articles  of  Faith,  James  E.  Talmage,  chapter 


MY  BROTHER'S  KEEPER 
Lesson  48.  For  December  19,  1943 

Objective! 

"  To  increase  faith  on  the  part  of  young 
people  in  the  outcome  of  the  future  as  indi- 
cated by  the  prophets;  to  inspire  them  with  a 
desire  to  take  part  in  the  great  events  of  the 
reconstruction  projects  of  the  future. 

Supplemental  and  Enrichment  Material: 

Brigham  Young  said,  "It  is  never  a  benefit 
to  give  out  and  out  to  man  or  woman,  money, 
food,  clothing,  or  anything  else,  if  they  are 
ablebodied  and  can  work  and  earn  what  they 
need."  This  principal  seems  to  have  been 
accepted  by  all  great  leaders  since  the  begin- 
ning of  time.  Even  the  Lord  requires  effort 
on  our  part  for  blessings  we  receive. 

Among  the  laws  of  Moses  is  a  very  in- 
teresting one.  It  requires  that  the  poor  and 
the  needy  be  provided  for,  but  the  receiver 
must  do  something  for  what  he  gets. 

"There  should  be  no  idlers  in  Zion,"  said 
President  Joseph  F.  Smith,  "Even  the  poor 
who  have  to  be  assisted  should  be  willing  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  earn  their  own  liv- 
ing. Not  a  man  or  woman  should  be  content 
to  sit  down  and  be  fed,  clothed,  or  housed 
without  any  exertion  on  his  or  her  part  to 
compensate  for  these  privileges.  All  men 
and  all  women  should  feel  a  degree  of  in- 
dependence of  character  that  would  stimu- 
late them  to  do  something  for  a  living,  and 
not  be  idle;  for  it  is  written  that  the  idler 
shall  not  eat  the  bread  of  the  laborer  in  Zion, 
and  shall  not  have  place  among  us.  There- 
fore, it  is  necessary  that  we  should  be  in- 
dustrious, that  we  should  intelligently  apply 
our  labor  to  something  that  is  productive  and 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  fam- 
ily," Gospel  Doctrine,  pp.  235-236. 


The  whole  Church  Welfare  Program  is 
founded  upon  the  principles  of  industry  and 
cooperation — that  people  under  every  con- 
dition will  willingly  do  their  full  share  wheth- 
er it  be  much;  or  whether  it  be  little. 

"Thus  the  Divine  commands  to  the  Church 
and  the  directions  of  its  leaders  to  the  people, 
require  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  their 
religion  that  Church  members  not  in  distress, 
shall  care  for  the  needy  widow  and  orphan, 
and  for  the  poor,  and  these  latter  shall  not 
lay  hands  on  other  man's  goods,  they  shall 
not  be  greedy  or  covetous,  they  shall  not  be 
idlers,  and  the  physically  fit  shall  work  for 
what  they  get.  No  exception  has  been  made 
to  these  commands,  and  no  person  has  been 
taken  out  from  under,  them. 

"The  Church  vigorously  decries  idleness. 
Industry  economy  and  thrift  are  extolled. 
Deceit,  avarice,  dishonesty,  lying,  greed, 
graft,  are  condemned.  Honesty,  truthful- 
ness, sobriety,  willingness  to  give,  love  for 
fellowmen,  sympathy  for  misery,  and  want, 
service  to  and  for  others  are  urged  to  the 
point  of  command.  These  are  the  reasons 
for  setting  up  the  Church  Welfare  Plan;  they 
are  the  Principles  underlying  it." — J.  Reuben 
Clark,  Jr.,  quoted  here  from  S.  S.  Advanced 
Senior  Manual,  1941,  p.  67-69.  Quoted  by 
them  From  Church  Welfare  Plan,  by  J. 
Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 

Questions  and  Problems: 

1.  Find  some  one  in  your  community  who 
is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
workings  of  the  Church  Welfare  Plan. 
Ask  them  to  give  a  simplified  explana- 
tion and  description  to  the  class. 

2.  Get  the  regional  divisions  of  the  Plan 
as  it  is  now  organized.  What  is  the 
main  product  of  each  region?  For  in- 
stance, what  commodities  could  San 
Juan  in  southeastern  Utah  profitably 
exchange  with  Burley,  Idahp? 

3.  Go  through  the  whole  list  indicating 
exchanges  that  might  be  made. 

4.  Is  it  possible,  do  you  think,  that  the 
present  Church  Welfare  Plan  may 
evolve  into  a  complete  cooperative  sys- 
tem like  the  "Order  of  Enoch"?  Give 
reasons  for  yes  or  no. 

5.  The  Church  Welfare  Plan  is  still  in  the 
experimental  stage.  What  features  of 
it  do  you  think  are  permanent — what 
may  change? 

6.  Can  the  Church  Welfare  Plan  be 
classed  as  "modern  revelation"?  Why? 

Additional  References: 

D.  &  C.  130:20-21;  Leviticus  19:9-10. 
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LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

JOSEPH  SMITH  IN  TRAINING 
Lesson  40.  For  December  5,  1943 

Objectives: 

1.  To  inspire  loyal  service  to  the  Church 
and  preparation  for  such  service. 

2.  To  review  the  significant  events  leading 
up  to  the  Restoration — 1820  to  1830. 

Method  of  Lesson  Development; 

We  desire  our  students  to  learn  some  facts 
and  also  to  gain  certain  attitudes  about  the 
period  between  the  First  Vision  and  the 
Restoration— 1 820-1 830. 

I.  The  Facts 

You  would  arouse  a  good  deal  of  in- 
terest, have  some  good  fun  not  out  of 
harmony  with  the  Sabbath,  and  put 
across  the  facts  if  you  would  develop 
this  part  of  the  lesson  as  either  a  quiz 
program  or  an  informal  examination,  in 
which  each  student  corrects  his  own 
paper.  Make  a  list  of  all  the  important 
facts  the  class  should  know.  Arrange 
them  either  for  a  ^  quiz  or  an  examina- 
tion. Summarize  afterwards.  The  fol- 
lowing are  suggestive  questions: 

Questions: 

1.  When    did    Joseph    enter    the    Sacred 
Grove? 

2.  Where  is  the  Sacred  Grove? 

3.  When  did  Moroni  appear  unto  him? 

4.  Who  was  Moroni?  Moroni's  Father? 

5.  Why  is  the  Book  of  Mormon  so-named? 

6.  When  did  Joseph  receive  the  Book  of 
Mormon  plates? 

7.  When    did    he    receive    the    Aaronic 
priesthood?    From  whom? 

8.  When  did  he  receive  the  Melchizedek 
priesthood?    From  whom? 

II.  Attitudes  and  Appreciations 
Question 

Why  was  the  Church  not  restored  in 
the  spring  of  1820? 

In  answering  this  question,  the  class 

will  be  quick  to  see  that  Joseph  was 

young,   inexperienced,    and   not   tested 

for  his  responsibilities.     In  addition  to 
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these  reasons,  you  may  well  elaborate 
on  the  many  values  which  came  to  him 
through  his  translation  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon:  ( 1 )  a  knowledge  of  the  Gos- 
pel; (3)  a  training  in  receiving  Divine 
inspiration  and  guidance;  (3)  questions 
came  up  which  led  him  to  think,  pray, 
and  seek  Divine  help;  (4)  and  a  test 
of  his  faithfulness  and  strength  of 
character. 

Questions: 

( 1 )  Why  was  receiving  the  priesthood 
a  necessary  forerunner  to  the  res-.- 
toration  of  the  Gospel?  (2)  Can  the 
Church  of  Christ  exist  without  the 
priesthood?  (No.)  (3)  Can  the 
priesthood  be  on  earth  without  the 
Church  being  organized  at  the 
same  time?    (Yes.) 

Questions: 

{ 1 )  W^ho  were  some  of  the  converts 
whom  Joseph  had  won  to  the  Cause 
before  the  Church  was  organized? 
(2)  Wherein  had  they  been  help- 
ful? (3)  How  would  they  assist  in 
the  Restoration? 

References: 

Pearl  of  Great  Price,  pp.  48-57;  Testi- 
monies of  the  Witnesses  to  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon; A  Church  History  covering  these  years 
1820-1830.         

THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 
RESTORED 

Lesson  41  ♦  For  December  12, 1943 

Objective: 

To  impress  the  students  with  the  interest- 
ing facts  associated  with  the  Restoration,  and 
with  the  simplicity  and  yet  greatness  of  the 
occasion. 

Method  of  Lesson  Presentation: 

I.  The  Men 

Begin  the  lesson  by  listing  on  the 
board  the  names  of  the  six  young  men 
who  organized  the  Church.  Opposite 
their  names  write  their  ages,  occupa- 
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tions,  and  relationship  to  one  another. 
Cofiipare  them  as  laymen  with  the  men 
Jesxis  chose  in  Palestine.  Remark  on 
their  youth,  their  lack  of  "education, 
their  faith,  and  their  mission  which  lay 
ahead. 
II.  The  Organization  of  the  Church 

Questions: 

1.  When  was  the  Church  organized? 

2.  What  was  the  significance  of  April 
6? 

3.  What  proceedings  took  place? 
III.  Appropriateness  and  Significance 

After  the  class  has  gained  quite  a 
factual  picture  of  the  men  present  and 
the  events  which  took  place,  you  may 
well  ask  questions  and  also  comment 
about  the  appropriateness  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  all  took  place.  Here 
were  a  few  men  of  faith  and  humility 
seeking  the  blessings  and  powers  of 
heaven.  Present  were  the  Holy  Ghost, 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  the  power  of  the 
Priesthood  and  great  joy.  Can  you 
find  illustrations  of  the  worth  of  these 
things  in  our  lives  today,  compared 
with  living  in  comfort  and  fame  with- 
out these  spiritual  blessings? 

Point  out  the  greatness  of  this  event. 
These  young  men  were  not  simply  re- 
belling or  criticizing  an  old  Church; 
they  were  not  reformers  and  remodel- 
ers;  they  were  not  starting  a  little  club 
or  society  for  themselves.  No,  God 
had  spoken.  Christ,  Himself,  had 
called  them.  The  whole  world  was  to 
be  their  field  of  labor.  All  men  must 
hear  their   message. 

References: 

Manual,  Lesson  41;  Roberts,  Comprehen- 
sive History,  Vol.  I,  Chapter  XVI;  Smith, 
Joseph  Fielding,  Essentials  in  Church  His- 
tory, Chapter  II;  Evans,  Joseph  Smith,  An 
American  Prophet,  pp.  51-54;  pictures  of 
Peter  vVhitmer's  home  and  the  men  present. 


THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE 
RESTORED  CHURCH 

Lesson  42*  For  December  19,  1943 

Objectivet 

To  identify  the  Restored  Church  of  Christ 
with  the  true  Church  of  Christ  whenever  it 
has  been  in  existence  on  the  earth. 

Method  of  Lesson  Presentation: 

This  lesson,  the  final  one  for  this  year, 
falls  naturally  into  three  divisions: 

I.  Differences    between    our    Church    in 
1830  and  in  1942 


II.  Fundamental     characteristics      of     the 
Church  no  matter  when  it  exists 
III.  A  review  of  the  entire  history  of  the 
Church  of  Christ 

The  first  two  topics  may  be  dis- 
cussed with  profit.  The  third  topic  is 
outlined  in  a  chart  on  the  last  page  of 
the  Manual.  There  is  also  a  list  of 
summary  questions  there. 

I.  Differences  between  our  Church  today 
and  our  Church  on  April  6,  1830 

Invite  the  class  to  name  all  the  dif- 
ferences they  recognize  between  our 
Church  in  1942  and  as  it  was  the  day 
of  its  organization.  These  are  many: 
We  have  changed  in  membership,  or- 
ganization, activities,  location,  and  rep- 
utation. Our  students  should  not  be 
left  with  the  impression  that  the  Gospel 
and  Church  of  Christ  are  cut  and  dried, 
static,  and  always  the  same  in  every 
respect.  No,  we  believe  in  eternal  pro- 
gress and  continual  revelation  and 
therefore  in  change,  growth,  and 
achievement.  The  Gospel  must  be  ap- 
plied to  changing  conditions  of  life. 
The  Church  of  Christ  in  1830,  1942, 
100  A.D.,  etc.,  cannot  be  and  should 
not  be  exactly  the  same  in  every  detail. 
The  VI  Article  of  Faith  does  not  mean 
this. 
II.  Fundamental  Characteristics  of  the 
Church  Which  Are  Always  Present  in 
The  True  Church  of  Christ 

Invite  the  class  to  name  things  pres- 
ent in  our  Church  in  1830,  1942,  in 
Peter  and  Paul's  day,  and  among  the 
Nephites  in  the  First  two  Centuries 
A.D.  What  are  the  permanent,  en- 
during things  in  the  Church  through 
which  eternal  progress  and  growth  are 
achieved?  For  the  answer,  see  the 
Manual,  pp.  97  and  98.  Note  also  that 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Church  such  as  faith,  repentance,  and 
eternal  progress  will  always  be  taught 
and  developed  by  the  Church. 
III.  Review 

Encourage  your  students  to  study 
the  chart,  p.  99  in  the  Manual.  Invite 
them  to  raise  any  questions  they  choose 
about  it.  Ask  the  questions  at  the  bot- 
tom of  page  99. 

References: 

Manual,  Lesson  42;  review  Manual  Les- 
sons, 21  and  23,  and  references  listed  in  the 
Instructor  helps  for  those  lessons. 
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LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

END  OF  THE  MISSION 
Lesson  46»  For  December  5,  1943 

Summaryt 

After  Jesus  ascended  into  heaven  at  the  end 
of  the  first  day  of  His  mission  on  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere,  the  people  went  among  all 
those  who  did  not  yet  know  that  he  had 
come.  The  next  morning,  great  hosts  gath- 
ered together.  Angels  came  down  and  min- 
istered among  them,  and  presently  Jesus 
Himself  stood  in  their  midst. 

For  three  days  He  preached  the  Gospel, 
ministered  to  the  people,  performed  miracles, 
and  told  of  the '  future  of  the  Nephites  and 
the  Gentiles  who  would  come  later.  Some 
of  the  manifestations  were  so  sacred  that 
they  could  not  be  written  into  the  records. 
Then  Jesus  again  departed.    - 

Objcctivet 

To  impress  upon  oar  pupils  the  need  /or 
seeking  always  to  keep  the  commandments 
of  God  and  to  avoid  temptations. 

So  much  material  is  covered  in  this  lesson 
that  if  only  the  most  important  parts  were 
given  in  detail  the  class  period  would  not  be 
long  enough.  Therefore  it  is  suggested  that 
the  teacher  read  carefully  the  Manual  and  the 
references  there.  Read  also  Elder  Talmage's 
book,  Jesus  the  Christ,  pp.  741-742.  Write 
short,  definite  questions  on  the  blackboard 
or  on  slips  of  paper,  to  motivate  the  study 
period  at  the  beginning  of  the  class.  After 
pupils  have  answered  these  questions,  use 
whatever  time  remains  to  make  the  applica- 
tions of  the  lesson  to  problems  that  will  arise 
in  the  lives  of  your  pupils. 

The  objective  for  this  lesson  was  sug- 
gested because  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
lessons  contained  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 
is  the  fact  that  no  matter  how  righteous 
people  may  be — no  matter  what  great  reason 
they  may  have  for  believing  the  Gospel — 
they  will  presently  forget  and  wander  astray 
unless  they  do  as  Jesus  directed:  Keep  con- 
stantly on  guard. 
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Supplementary  Material: 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  people  make  one 
of  the  following  statements: 

"I  know  this  to  be  true,  and  nothing  can 
ever  take  this  knowledge  from  me!" 

"I  do  not  have  a  certain  bad  habit,  and 
nothing  can  make  me  take  up  with  it!" 

These  are  dangerous  statements  to  make. 
The  italicized  words  in  each  case  are  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  Adversary.  He  knows  that  one 
who  expresses  such  a  thought  is  convinced 
in  his  own  mind  that  he  is  absolutely  safe 
on  that  point,  and  consequently  he  is  likely 
to  forget  Jesus'  frequent  admonition  to  His 
disciples  to  pray  always,  that  they  might  not 
fall  into  temptation. 

Jesus  warned  that  even  the  very  "elect"^ 
may  be  led  astray — may  be  deceived  by  the 
temptations  of  Satan. 

A  young  missionary,  in  his  home-coming 
talk,  made  very  strong  statements  about  his 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel — how  nothing 
could  ever  shake  his  belief  in  it.  For  several 
years  he  was  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  and 
was  considered  to  be  a  good  one.  But  long 
ago  he  has  forgotten  the  testimony  that  he 
claimed  to  have.  Long  ago  he  became  un- 
true to  many  of  the  principles  he  taught  as 
a  missionary.  Now  he  goes  about  his  busi- 
ness and  his  pleasure  seven  days  a  week — 
and  carries  his  cigarette  at  a  particularly  de- 
fiant angle. 

Undoubtedly  every  teacher  can  recall  as 
many  similar  examples  as  may  be  needed  or 
as  the  time  will  permit,  to  show  that  the  les- 
son taught  by  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  true. 
Unless  we  are  constantly  on  guard,  we  shall 
drift  into  ways  of  sin  and  error. 

"I  AM  WITH  YOU  ALWAYS" 
Lesson  47.  For  December  12,  1943 

Summary: 

In  our  lesson  last  Sunday  we  considered 
very  briefly  the  end  of  Jesus*  mission  among 
the  Nephites.  Today  it  is  our  purpose  to 
show  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise  He  made 
to  His  apostles  in  Palestine,  just 'before  He 
ascended  into  heaven.    At  that  time  He  gave 
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the  apostles  His  final  great  assignment;  "Go 
ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 

"Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  what- 
soever I  have  commanded  you:  and  lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world."   (Matt.  28:  19,  20) 

Objective: 

To  show  our  pupils  that  Jesus  is  with  us 
always — as  He  promised  He  would  be. 

This  lesson  should  be  taught  impressively; 
but  teachers  are  cautioned  not  to  let  en- 
thusiasm run  away  with  them — not  to  teach 
_  as  Church  doctrine  matters  that  may  be  only 
hearsay.  Many  people  are  reported  to  have 
seen  and  talked  with  Jesus,  the  Three  Ne- 
phites,  or  with  other  such  Personages.  Some 
instances  are  well  authenticated  and  are  ac- 
cepted by  the  Church.  Others  do  not  bear 
the  marks  of  genuineness,  and  we  should  be 
very  careful  about  passing  them  on  to  our 
pupils. 

We  have  a  serious  responsibility  in  this 
matter!  Every  teacher  should  study  all  the 
material  he  can  get  bearing  upon  todays'  les- 
son. If  possible  he  should  talk  it  oyer  with 
someone  in  a  position  to  know  what  is  or 
is  not  acceptable.  Furthermore,  he  should 
pray  most  earnestly  that  the  Lord  will  help 
him  to  teach  only  that  which  is  true. 

And  surely  there  is  plenty  of  evidence, 
both  within  our  Church  and  among  the 
peoples  of  the  world,  to  show  that  the 
promise  of  Christ  is  being  kept — that  He  is 
with  us,  leading  and  directing  in  the  affairs 
of  men. 

Supplementary  Material: 

There  are  many  who  feel  that  if  Christ 
were  with  us,  as  we  say.  He  would  not  let 
war  and  death,  suffering  and  wanton  de- 
struction come  into  the  earth.  But  let  us 
look  again  at  the  great  Plan: 

We  were  sent  here  to  work  out  our  own 
problems,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do 
so,  to  prove  whether  or  not  we  are  worthy 
to  return  to  the  presence  of  God.  Further- 
more, the  solution  of  these  problems  brings 
the  development  we  were  sent  here  to  get- 
If  Jesus  were  actually  to  qome  among  us,  to 
destroy  the  wicked,  to  solve  our  problems 
for  us,  we  could  gain  no  reward.  We  could 
not  prove  our  worthiness.  In  all  the  history 
of  God's  dealings  with  men,  it  has  been  so. 
Furthermore,  His  prophets  have  told  us  and 
retold  us  that  calamities  shall  come  upon  the 
earth  in  the  last  days  because  of  wickedness, 
and  because  of  Satan's  final  efforts  to  over- 
throw the  work  of  God  and  upset  His  Plan 
of  Salvation. 


Our  way  is  clearly  laid  out  before  us: 
Learn  the  commandments  and  will  of  God 
and  live  our  own  individual  lives  according- 
ly- 

In  World  War  I  a  young  soldier,  not  of 

our  faith,  had  this  to  say: 

"I  am  not  worried  about  the  outcome  of 
this  war.  I  believe  that  every  one  of  us 
must  do  the  very  best  he  can  to  help  win  the 
victory  and  establish  peace.  But  I  feel  con- 
fident that  God  Himself  is  directing  the  af- 
fairs of  this  earth.  Victory  will  be  won  by 
those  whom  He  wants  to  win.  Our  own 
lives  and  the  outcome  of  the  war- — all  these- 
matters  are  in  His  hands;  and  if  we  do  oui 
part,  we  need  have  no  fear  about  the  out- 
come." 

That  is  a  philosophy  worthy  of  Mormon- 
ism!  That  is  a  doctrine  to  which  we  can  all 
subscribe.  If  we  will  do  our  part — if  we  will 
do  our  best  today  and  every  day,  no  matter 
what  our  work  may  be,  or  no  matter  where 
our  duties  may  call  us,  then  the  Lord  will  be 
with  us,  as  He  has  said. 


WHAT  OF  THE  FUTURE? 
Lesson  48»  For  December  19,  1943 

Summary: 

Last  Sunday  we  considered  very  briefly 
certain  evidences  that  Jesus  is  with  us,  as  He 
promised  His  apostles  He  would  be.  Today, 
let  us  consider  the  future— and  one  of  the 
best  ways  to  look  into  the  future  is  to  look 
back. 

Objective: 

To  develop  in  our  pupils  a  profound  con- 
viction that  the  great  Plan  for  the  redemption 
of  mankind  is  being  carried  forward  to  its 
completion  in  the  Lord's  own  due  time. 

Since  this  is  the  last  lesson  of  the  year,  it 
is  suggested  that  there  be  a  study  period  at 
the  beginning  of  the  class,  to  cover  quickly 
the  material  outlined  in  the  Manual.  Then 
the  teacher  should  take  time  to  summarize 
briefly,  or  to  present  his  own  conclusions 
concerning  our  year's  course  of  study.  If 
possible,  there  should  be  time  left  for  the 
pupils  to  express  themselves.  They  should 
be  encouraged  to  tell  how  they  are  being 
helped — -through  Sunday  School  and  home 
teaching — to  meet  their  problems  of  life. 
They  may  be  encouraged  to  tell  what  has 
impressed  them  most  during  the  year's  work. 
If  the  right  spirit  can  be  developed  in  the 
class,  the  last  part  of  the  period  might  well 
be  turned  into  a  testimonial  meeting. 

Trv  to  keep  the  discussion  on  as  construc- 
tive and  positive  a  basis  as  possible.     The 
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LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

JEROBOAM,  THE  DECEITFUL 

"To  your  tents,  oh  Israel/' 
Lesson  46«  For  December  5,  1943 

Objective; 

To  show  that  we  must  consider  the  Lord's 
wishes  in  all  our  planning;  nothing  can  be 
hidden  from  Him.  We  should  show  reverence 
in  all  our  acts. 

Point  of  Contact: 

1.  Someone  may  tell  the  story  of  how 
Johnston's  army  invaded  Utah;  they  cried 
again  (the  Mormon  leaders)  "to  your  tents, 
oh  Israel." 

2.  A  stone  dropped  into  a  pool  sends  out 
wave  after  wave  to  the  farthest  shore.  So 
here,  the  act  of  Jeroboam  is  having  its  effects 
even  to  our  time.    How? 

Possible  Methodology; 

Use  your  map  to  show  the  territory  ruled 
by  Jeroboam.  Locate  on  the  map  the  places 
where  the  altars  were  erected,  and  lead  the 
pupils  to  discover  why  he  wanted  them  to  go 
to  those  places,  rather  than  to  Jerusalem,  to 
worship.  A  small  ivory,  metal,  or  even  wood 
figure  may  be  glued  to  the  map  at  these  plac- 
es to  impress  their  location  and  significance. 

Lesson  Enrichment; 

Jeroboam  was  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim. 
That  did  not. save  him.  Nor  will  the  good 
deeds  of  our  fathers  save  us.  Note  how  the 
effect  of  our  lives  continues  long  after  we  are 
gone.  How  wise  it  is  to  listen  to  those  that 
have  traveled  the  trail  and  can  give  us  the 
benefit  of  their  experiences.  But  what  is 
the  value  of  the  report  if  we  do  not  heed  it? 
Jeroboam  knew  that  idol  worship  and  re- 
spect for  God  were  incompatible.  His  in- 
consistencies led  him  into  difficulties. 

It  is  clear  that  Jeroboam  was  not  introduc- 
ing superstition  into  Israel,  but  he  was  estab- 
lishing it  as  a  national  institution.  The  proph- 
ets tried  to  stop  it,  unsuccessfully,  or  at  least 
only  partially  stopped  it. 

We  cannot  deceive  the  Lord.  Jeroboam's 
wife  could  disguise  herself  and  fool  her  own 
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servants, .  but  God  knew  her.  He  does  not 
judge  by  outward  appearance.  He  looks 
into  our  thoughts  and  judges  our  hearts.  Ev- 
en our  parents  and  closest  friends  may  be 
fooled — -but  we,  and  God,  know  what  we 
are  really  like.  A  person  that  has  reverence 
for  the  Lord,  His  Holy  place,  and  His  ser- 
vants, will  not  continue  to  practice  deceit. 

Why  was  the  one  child  taken  early,  and 
the  others  left  to  suffer  horrible  deaths?  The 
Lord  did  not  cause  those  deaths,  but  He 
knew  what  would  happen  unless  those  par- 
ents and  their  children  repented  of  their  evil 
ways. 

Expected  Outcomes: 

1.  Determination  to  guard  our  conduct 
carefully.    God  knows  what  we  do. 

2.  Show  reverence  for  things,  places  and 
people  that  are  in  God's  service. 

3.  Consider  the  effects  of  our  acts  upon 
the  future— in  our  own  Hfe  and  in  the  lives 
of  others. 


ISRAEL  AND  IDOL  WORSHIP 

**Thou  hast  made  thee  other  gods  and  mol- 
ten images,  to  provoke  me  to  anger" 
Lesson  47,  For  December  12,  1943 

Objective: 

To  warn  against  evil  worship;  to  teach 
loyalty  to  the  Church,  its  leaders,  its  institu- 
tions, and  above  all,  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Point  of  Contact: 

A  picture,  to  show  the  class,  may  be  a  fine 
beginning  to  arouse  interest  in  an  abstract 
lesson. 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  Speak- 
er's Desk  Book.    It  is  by  Edmund  Crosse  . 

A  YOUTHFUL  EXPERIMENT  IN 
DEFYING  THE  DIETY 

"My  father  had  assured  me  that  God 
would  signify  his  anger,  if  anyone  in  a 
Christian  country,  bowed  down  to  wood  and 
stone.     I  cannot  recall  why  I  was  so  pertin- 
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acious  on  this  subject,  but  I  remember  that 
my  father  became  a  little  restive  under  my 
cross-examination.  I  determined  to  test  the 
matter  for  myself,  and  one  morning,  when 
both  my  parents  were  safely  out  of  the 
house,  I. prepared  for  the  great  act  of  heresy. 
With  much  labor,  I  hoisted  a  chair  onto  the 
table  close  to  the  window.  My  heart  was 
now  beating  as  if  it  would  leap  out  of  my 
side,  but  I  pursued  my  experiment.  I  knelt 
down  on  the  carpet  in  front  of  the  table,  and 
looking  up  I  said  my  daily  prayer  in  a  loud 
voice,  only  substituting  the  address.  Oh 
Chair,  for  the  habitual  one. 

Having  carried  this  act  of  idolatry  safely 
through,  I  waited  to  see  what  would  hap- 
pen. It  was  a  fine  day,  and  I  gazed  up  at 
the  white:  sky  and  expected  something  to  ap- 
pear in  it.  God  would  certainly  exhibit  his 
anger  in  some  terrible  form,  and  would  chas- 
tize my  impious  and  willful  action.  I  was 
very  much  alarmed,  but  still  more  excited; 
I  breathed  the  high  sharp  air  of  defiance. 
But  nothing  happened;  there  was  not  a  cloud 
in  the  sky,  not  an  unusual  sound  in  the 
street.  Presently  I  was  quite  sure  that  noth- 
ing would  happen.  I  had  committed  idolatry, 
flagrantly  and  deliberately,  and  God  did  not 
care.  The  result  of  this  ridiculous  act  was 
not  to  make  me  question  the  existence  and 
power  of  God;  those  were  forces  which  I 
did  not  dream  of  ignoring.  But  it  did  lessen 
my  confidence  in  my  father's  knowledge  of 
the  Divine  mind.  My  father  was  not  really 
acquainted  with  the  Divine  practices  in  cases 
of  Idolatry." 

What  a  warning  to  Sunday  School  teach- 
ers also!  Be  careful  that  it  is  truth  you  teach. 
The  pupils'  confidence  in  you  may  be  weak- 
ened, or  even  destroyed,  if  they  discover 
you  have  not  the  knowledge  you  presume  to 
have. 

Expected  Outcomes: 

1.  A  growing  loyalty  to  the  things  that 
our  church  teaches  and  stands  for. 

2.  A  determination  to  avoid  acts  that  are 
displeasing  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 

REVIEW  AND  PREVIEW 
l!«sson  48»  For  December  19,  1943 

Objectivci 

To  tie  the  lessons  of  the  year  together  and 
impress  upon  the  pupils'  minds  the  character 
traits  that  they  have  been  studying, 

Proccdtire: 

Use  the  Index  to  the  Lessons  as  a  guide, 
and  review  them — not  as  to  factual  content 
but  as  to  the  character  building  lesson  ma- 
terial. 

An  example  of  the  form  of  questions  that 


may  be  used  as  follows:  Lot's  life  should 
show  a  considerable  amount  of  selfishness. 
"What  quality  of  character  that  is  the  op^- 
posite  to  selfishness,  do  we  aim  to  develop?" 

Form  your  questions  carefully,  and  well 
ahead  of  time,  so  you  can  give  them  in  a 
natural  manner. 

"For  what  quality  was  Joseph  noted  in 
the  home  of  Potiphar?" 

"Jacob  wrestled  with  the  Lord.  What 
was  one  of  his  character  traits?" 

"Why  would  you  like  to  take  Ruth  as 
your  model?" 

Lessons  for  1944  will  draw  upon  the  subject 
matter  of  both  the  Old  Testament  and  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  Our  stories  from  the  Old 
Testament  will  cover:  The  Period  of  the 
Divided  Kingdom,  the  Captivities,  and  the 
Return  of  Judah.  They  will  also  include 
many  stories  from  that  portion  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  that  precedes  the  birth  of  Christ. 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSAGE 

{Concluded  from  page  534) 

Instructor  throughout  the  year  might  be 
helpful  in  compiling  the  necessary  list. 
Where  it  is  possible  a  set  of  ques- 
tions and  problems  should  be  mimeo- 
graphed, so  that  students  need  fill  in  only 
a  word,  number  or  symbol  on  the  mimeo- 
graphed sheets.  Where  the  mimeograph 
is  used  a  wide  variety  of  statements  and 
questions  can  be  employed. 

B.  The  Oral  Quiz 

Prepare  100  questions  covering  the  year's 
course.  Divide  the  class  into  two  lines, 
Put  the  questions  to  the  persons  in  each 
line  in  order  as  in  a  spelling  match.  A  good 
deal  of  interest  can  be  aroused  by  this 
method. 

Various  methods  of  oral  questioning 
can  be  used.  Whatever  method  is  em- 
ployed should  utilize  the  entire  class  mem- 
bership. 

C.  The  Lecture 

The  instructor  might  choose  to  summarize 
for  the  class  the  important  features  of  the 
year's  work.  If  this  is  done  an  outline  of 
the  summary  should  be  placed  on  the 
blackboard  for  the  students  to  follow. 
Unless  the  instructor  is  skilled  in  making 
such  a  summarization,  the  lecture  method 
should  not  be  employed. 

D.  Testimonies 

The  members  of  the  class  might  be  in- 
vited to  stand  and  bear  testimony  of  the 
values  gained  during  the  course.  If  this 
is  done,  every  member  should  be  given 
such  an  opportunity  and  encouraged  to 
make  some  statement. 
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GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 
Marion  G.  Merkley,  Chairman,  Lucy  G.  Sperry 


LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

BIRTHDAYS 

Lesson  47*  For  December  5^  1943 

Birthdays  are  always  joyful  times  in  the 
lives  of  children.  By  inquiry  in  advance 
learn  which  of  the  members  jof  your  class 
have  birthdays  in  December.  If  there  are 
none  and  the  teacher's  birthday  is  not  in  this 
month,  make  inquiry  and  find  some  officer 
of  the  ward  or  some  elderly  person  or  even 
some  child  of  another  department  who  has 
a  December  birthday.  Of  all  those  whom 
you  may  find,  place  the  names  upon  the 
blackboard  and  allow  the  children  to  vote 
by  secret  ballot  for  one  of  them  to  be  your 
guest  in  the  class  at  a  special  birthday  pro- 
gram. Explain  that  the  person  selected  rep- 
resents all  the  birthdays  in  that  month. 

Honor  the  guest  by  having  someone  ex- 
press the  wish  of  the  class  that  he  will  have 
a  happy  birthday  when  it  comes.  If  you 
can  do  so  appropriately  and  without  hard- 
ship, you  might  consider  presenting  an  inex- 
pensive but  appropriate  birthday  gift  such 
as  a  card  or  book  or  some  other  token  of  the 
occasion. 

Then  the  teacher  should  ask  the  class  to 
tell  why  December  is  an  interesting  month 
in  which  to  have  a  birthday.  The  answer, 
of  course,  should  be  found  in  the  lesson  Man- 
ual. Whereupon  lead  the  class  to  read  the 
Manual  and  to  tell  about  the  persons  whose 
birthdays  are  celebrated:  first,  the  birthdays 
celebrated  by  the  Latter-day  Saints  and  sec- 
ond, the  birthday  celebrated  by  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  and  all  other  Christians. 

This  provides  an  introduction  and  resume 
of  the  life  and  career  of  Joseph  Smith  and 
its  significance  and  importance  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  and  to  the  world  because  of  the 
Restoration  of  the  Gospel, 

Review  the  tribute  paid  to  Joseph  Smith  by 
the  Presidents  of  the  Church  and  by  the  Gen- 
eral Authorities,  so  many  of  whom  included 
the  reference  or  tribute  to  the  Prophet  in 
their  messages  to  the  children.  Loving  and 
honoring  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  is  a  great 
part  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Latter-day 
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Saint  and  to  promote   this  attitude  toward 
him  is  the  purpose  of  this  lesson. 

The  period  can  be  closed  appropriately 
and  beautifully  by  having  the  class  sing  the 
songs  suggested  in  the  Manual. 


THE  BIRTH  OF  JESUS 
Lesson  48*  For  December  12,  1943 

This  lesson  is  the  great  climax  of  the 
course.  The  spirit  of  Christmas  will  be  in 
the  air.  Christmas  stories  in  abundance  will 
be  available.  Christmas  songs  and  poetry 
will  be  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren. Much  of  this  the  teacher  can  use  to 
enrich  this  lesson.  An  appropriate  way  to 
celebrate  Christmas  is  suggested  in  the  les- 
son Manual.  That  this  great  Christian  Holy 
Day  is  celebrated  by  some  people  without 
their  ever  giving  a  thought  to  the  Savior  of 
the  world,  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  the 
superficiality  of  some  of  our  customs. 

It  should  be  the  teacher's  purpose  in  this 
lesson  to  impress  upon  the  children  that  the 
Latter-day  Saint  way  of  celebrating  Christ- 
mas is  to  remember  Jesus  every  day,  and  not 
just  one  day  of  the  year.  To  support  this 
purpose  use  the  large  picture  included  in  this 
lesson.  It  will  fix  the  attention  of  the  chil- 
dren upon  the  Last  Supper.  Then  remind 
them  of  the  Sacrament,  the  modern  counter- 
part of  that  great  occasion. 

Analyze  for  them  in  simple  words  that 
the  promise  which  Latter-day  Saints  make 
when  they  partake  of  the  Sacrament  each 
week  "to  take  upon  themselves  the  name  of 
Jesus,"  "to  always  remember  Him  and  keep 
His  Commandments,"  "that  they  may  always 
have  His  spirit  to  be  with  them." 

It  is  then  appropriate  to  invite  the  class  to 
consider  specifically  what  this  means.  The 
teacher  and  the  pupils  can  suggest  what  Lat- 
ter-day Saint  boys  and  girls  can  do  to  show 
that  they  always  remember  Him  and  keep 
His  Commandments. 

Attendance  at  Sacrament  Meetings  and 
worthily  partaking  of  the  Sacrament  are  ex- 
cellent ways  of  keeping  the  spirit  of  the  true 
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Latter-day  Saint  in  our  heart.  Such  a  lesson 
well  taught  will  prepare  the  children  for  a 
beautiful  and  inspirational  celebration  of 
Christinas. 


GENERAL  REVIEW 
December  19»  1943 

The  course  in  this  department  has  been 
closely  scheduled  for  every  Sunday  of  the 
year.  It  contains  so  much  material  that 
teachers,  no  doubt,  have  found  it  impossible 
in  some  instances  to  use  it  all  to  best  ad- 
vantage. 

This  Sunday,  therefore,  may  prove  to  be 
the  occasion  for  which  you  have  been  look- 
ing when  you  could  conduct  a  general  re- 
view such  as  that  suggested  in  The  Instruc- 
tor material  for  Lesson  47. 

It  would  be  appropriate  and  interesting 
to  have  the  children  plan  with  you  to  hold  a 
Christmas  Party  to  which  you  will  inyite 
at  least  in  spirit  and  by  talking  about  them, 
the  interesting  people  who  have  been  the 
subjects  of  your  studies  for  the  past  many 
weeks.  On  this  party  occasion  you  may 
follow  through  with  the  plan  of  having  each 


child  act  as  host  or  hostess  to  certain  guests 
to  be  assigned  to  them.  Each  host  and  host- 
ess will  introduce  his  guest  and  tell  the  others 
something  about  him.  Names  should  be 
written  upon  the  blackboard  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  program  should  be  carried 
forward  with  the  thought  of  doing  honor  to 
them. 

This  should  prove  to  be  an  unusually  in- 
teresting and  memorable  Christmas  Program 
for  the  class  because  it  will  be  so  dehghtfuUy 
in  keeping  with  the  Spirit  of  Christmas  with 
its  emphasis  upon  good-will  toward  men. 
Christmas  should  be  a  time  above  all  others 
when  we  devote  ourselves  to  the  happiness 
of  people  and  when  we  carry  into  our  daily 
lives  thereafter  a  wholesome  and  thorough- 
going regard  for  our  fellowmen. 

Note  how  well  in  point  this  idea  is  with 
the  emphasis  upon  the  great  personalities  we 
have  considered,  their  devotion  to  Joseph 
Smith  and  their  loyalty  to  our  Lord  and 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 


CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM 
For  December  26,  1943 
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The  world  needs  your  singing. 

Then  sing,  O  sing, 
However  your  heart  be  breaking, 
The  world-needs  your  smiling 

Then  smile,  O  smile. 
To  cover  the  tears  and  the  aching, 
Songs  of  the  summer  and  smiles  of  the  May 
Are  sweeter  when  winter  is  sullen  and  grey. 
So  sing  and  smile  on,  tho  the  Maytime  be  gone. 
The  world  needs  your  song,  so  sing  on! 

The  world  needs  your  courage. 

Then  lead,  O  lead. 
To  hearten  the  faint  and  the  ailing. 
The  world  needs  your  valor  then  lead,  O  lead, 

To  rally  the  cause  that  is  faihng. 
The  world  needs  your  faith  and  your 

splendor  of  life. 
The  world  needs  your  calm  in  the  midst 

of  its  strife. 
Then  lead  on,  lead  on,  hide  your  tears 

and  lead  on, 
The  world  needs  your  faith,  so  lead  on! 
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Bertha  A.  Kleinman 


GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 
Margaret  Ipson,  chairman;  Phyllis  D.  Shaw 


LOVE 
LOVE  BEGETS  LOVE 

For  December  5»  1943 

I.  Whom  Do  We  Love?  Why? 

Neighbors,  Teachers,  Everybody  (Ene- 
mies included).  Self,  Jesus,  Our  Heav- 
enly Father. 

For  December  12,  1943 

II.  Who  Loves  Us?  Love  Begets  Love. 
Neighbors,        Teachers,       Everybody 
(Enemies  included).  Self,   Jesus,    Our 
Heavenly  Father. 

For  December  19,  1943 

III.  How  Can  We  Show  Our  Love? 

Neighbors,  Teachers,  Enemies,  Self, 
Jesus,  Our  Heavenly  Father,  Every- 
body. 

For  December  26,  1943 

IV.  The  Christmas  Ideal. 
Visit  of  the  Wise  Men. 


WHICH  SHALL  IT  BE 
Lesson  49*  For  December  5,  1943 

Objective: 

To  discover  who  loves  us  and  to  instill  in 
each  a  desire  to  have  everyone  love  us. 

Texfc 
Book  of  Ruth. 

Refercncest 

"Supplementary  story — "The  Little  Shut 
In,"  below. 

Songs: 

"jesus  Said  Love  Everyone,"  Little  Stories 
in  Song,  Deseret  Book  Co. 

"Father  and  Mother's  Care,"  Little  Stories 
in  Song. 

Memory  Verse: 

Enlarge  upon  that  of  last  Sunday. 

"Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  re- 
turn from  following  after  thee;  for  whither 
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thou  goest,  I  will  go,  and  where  thou  lodgest 
I  will  lodge;  thy  people  shall  be  my  people 
and  thy  God  my  God."^ 

Pictures: 

Those  suggested  in  lesson  material.  Also 
clippings  of  harvesting,  whether  by  present 
method  or  ancient. 

Supplementary  Story: 

For  Lesson  49,  Which  Shall  It  Be? 

THE  LITTLE  SHUT  IN 

He  .was  little.  He  was  lame.  He  was  only 
six  years  old.  His  mother  was  a  poor  wash- 
erwoman, and  they  lived  in  a  small  room  in 
a  narrow  street  of  a  great  city. 

AH  day  long  he  sat  in  his  high  chair  look- 
ing down  into  the  street.  He  could  see,  by 
leaning  forward,  a  bit  of  blue  sky  over  the 
tall  warehouse  opposite.  Sometimes  a  white 
cloud  would  drift  across  the  blue,  sometimes 
it  was  all  dull  gray. 

But  the  street  was  more  interesting  than 
th.e  sky.  There  were  people  down  there.  In 
the  early  morning  men  and  women  were 
hurrying  to  their  work.  Later  the  children 
would  come  out  and  play  on  the  sidewalk. 
Sometimes  they  danced  and  sang,  but  often 
they  were  quarrelsome.  In  the  spring  the 
hand  organ  man  came,  and  then  everybody 
seemed  happy. 

The  boy's  sad  little  face  looked  out  all 
day  long.  Only  when  he  saw  his  mother 
coming  did  he  smile  and  wave  his  hand. 

"I  wish  I  could  help  you,  mother,"  he  said 
one  night.  "You  work  so  hard,  and  I  can't 
do  anything  for  you." 

"Oh,  but  you  do!"  she  cried  quickly.^  "It 
helps  me  to  see  your  face  smiling  down  at  me 
from  the  window.  It  helps  me  when  you 
wave  your  hand.  It  makes  my  work  lighter 
all  day  to  think  you  will  be  waving  to  me 
when  I  come  home," 

"Then  I'll  wave  harder,"  said  the  little 
fellow. 

And  the  next  evening  a  tired  workman  see- 
ing the  mother  look  up  and  answer  the  signal, 
looked  up  too.  Such  a  little,  pinched  face 
as  he  saw  at  the  high  window.   .  But  how 
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cheery  the  smile  was!  The  man  smiled  and 
waved  his  cap,  and  the  boy,  a  Httlc  shyly, 
returned  the  greeting. 

So  it  went  on.  The  next  evening  the  work- 
man nudged  his  comrade  and  told  him  to  look 
up  "at  the  poor  little  chap  sittina  so  patient 
at  the  window,"  and  again  the  bright  smile 
shone  out  as  two  caps  waved  in  the  air. 

Days  came  and  passed,  and  the  boy  had 
more  friends.  Men  and  women  went  out  of 
their  way  to  send  a  greeting  to  him.  Life 
didn't  seem  quite  so  hard  to  them  when  they 
thought  how  dreary  it  must  be  for  him.  Some- 
times a  flower  found  its  way  to  him,  some- 
times an  orange,  and  at  other  times  a  colored 
picture.  The  children  stopped  quarreling 
when  they  saw  him  watching  them,  and 
played  games  to  amuse  him.  It  pleased  them 
to  see  how  eager  he  was  to  share  in  their 
good  times. 

"7'ell  the  lad  we  couldn't  get  on  without 
him,"  said  one  of  the  weary  laborers  to  the 
mother  one  evening.  "It's  great  to  have  a 
brave,  loving  heart.  It  makes  us  all  brave, 
and  kind,  too.    Tell  him  that." 

And  you  may  be  sure  she  did. 

— Wm.  A.  Morton. 


6.  What  would  they  talk  about  as  Orpha, 
Ruth,  and  Naomi  walk  along? 

7.  Who  would  hke  to  be  Naomi  in  the 
first  scene?  etc. 


RUTH  A  LOVING  DAUGHTER 
Lesson  50.  For  December  12, 1943 

Objectivct 

To  discover  how  we  show  love  for  self, 
animals,  people,  Jesus  and  Heavenly  Father. 

Songs: 

"Let's  Be  Kind  to  One  Another,"  Desetet 
S.  S.  Song  Book,  p.  239. 

Also  songs  used  for  1st  and  2nd  Sundays. 

Pictures: 

.  Use  any  picture  of  Gleaners.     Also  clip- 
pings of  reapers  or  people  harvesting  grain. 

Memory  Verse: 

Jesus  said  love  everyone. 

Treat  them  kindly,  too. 

When  your  heart  is  filled  with  love. 

Everyone  loves  you. 

It  may  be  a  welcome  change  to  use  this 
story  for  a  dramatization.  After  telling  the 
narrative,  discuss  freely  with  the  children 
the  different — 

1.  Characters 

2.  Scenes 

3.  Dialogue 

4.  Whom  shall  we  have  in  our  play? 

5.  Could  we  divide  it  into  two  parts? 

a.  Journey  to  Bethlehem 

b.  Ruth  in  the  fields  to  glean 


VISIT  OF  THE  THREE  WISE  MEN 
Lesson  5L  For  December  19,  1943 

Objective: 

To  nurture  the  true  spirit  of  the  Christmas 
Festival. 

Text: 

Matt.  2:1-12. 

Songs: 

Use  the  Christmas  Carols  so  familiar  to 
the  children  that  tell  of  the  baby  Jesus,  found 
in  the  Deseret  S.  S.  Song  Book  and  in  Little 
Stories  in  Song. 

Memory  Verse: 

"Where  is  He  that  is  born  king  of  the 
Jews?  For  we  have  seen  His  star  in  the 
East  and  are  come  to  worship  Him." 

THE  VISIT  OF  THE  WISE  MEN 

In  the  long  ago  men  liked  to  look  at  the 
stars.  How  bright  they  shine  in  the  desert 
country.  There  are  no  clouds  and  the  air 
is  so  clear. 

Far  away  from  where  Jesus  was  born 
lived  some  men  who  liked  stars.  They 
thought  the  stars  told  them  many  things. 
Once  they  were  looking  into  the  sky.  In  it 
there  arose  a  beautiful  bright  star.  It  moved 
across  the  sky  to  where  Jesus  was.  They 
knew  it  was  showing  them  where  the  new 
King  lay.    They  must  find  Him. 

So  they  had  their  camels  brought  to  them. 
On  them  they  put  saddles.  And  on  these 
they  set  queer  little  saddle  houses,  for  the 
way  to  the  King  was  long. 

Then  they  started  on  their  journey.  At  ^ 
night  they  camped  in  the  desert,  where  there 
was  a  spring  of  cool  water.  There  were  also 
pretty  palm  trees  there.  They  set  up  a  tent 
each  night.  When  morning  came  they  took 
down  the  tent  and  put  it  on  a  camel  and  went 
on. 

So  they  traveled  many,  many  days.  At  last 
they  came  to  the  great  City  of  Jerusalem. 
There  King  Herod  Lived.  They  thought  the 
new  king  would  be  born  in  a  palace;  so  they 
went  to  the  king's  house. 

They  asked,  "Where  is  He  that  is  born 
King  of  the  Jews?  For  we  have  seen  His 
Star  in  the  East  and  are  come  to  worship 
Him." 

When  King  Herod  heard  this  he  was  sur- 
prised. He  was  the  king  there.  He  did  not 
know  that  a  new  king  was  born. 
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Then  Herod  asked  the  priests  where  the 
King  was  to  be  born.  I'hey  told  him  in 
Bethlehem.  That  was  what  the  prophets 
said. 

Then  the  wise  men  left  King  Herod.  They 
did  not  like  him.  They  thought  he  looked 
too  angry.  They  went  toward  Bethlehem. 
Out  on  the  road  they  saw  the  star  again. 
Some  people  say  they  went  to  a  well  to  get 
a  drink.  They  looked  in  the  dark  well.  On 
its  water  they  saw  the  image  of  the  bright 
star. 

They  followed  it  to  Bethlehem.  It  stood 
over  the  house  where  Jesus  lay.  Now  they 
knew  where  their  King  was.  So  they  went 
into  the  house  where  they  saw  Him  and 
Mary,  His  mother.  Then  they  gave  Him 
presents.  What  costly  presents  they  were— 
gold  and  sweet  perfumes. 

They  also  prayed  to  Him  for  He  was  the 
Savior.  And  then  they  went  back  home.  I 
am  sure  they  were  happy.  I  am  sure  they 
often  said,  "How  glad  we  are  that  we  have 
found  our  King."  (Matt.  2:1-12.) 

1 

"So  of  old  the  wise  men  watching 

Saw  a  little  stranger  star 
And  they  knew  the  king  was  given 

And  they  followed  from  afar," 


"Little  wishes  on  white  wings. 
Little  gifts,  such  tiny  things. 
Just  one  little  heart  that  sings 
Makes  a  Merry  Christmas." 


"What  shall  I  give  Him,  poor  as  I  am? 
If  I  were  a  shepherd,  I'd  bring  Him  a  lamb. 
If  I  were  a  wise  man,  I  would  do  my  part. 
What  sjiall  I  give  Him?     I'll  give  Him  my 
heart." 

8 

"Better  than  all  the  Christmas  gifts 

Any  of  us  can  know 
Is  the  gift  of  Jesus  to  the  world. 

Many,  many  years  ago." 

Christmas  stories  and  songs  are  easily  ob- 
tained; so  we  list  references  for  several  New 
Year's  stories. 

"The  Fairy's  New  Year  Gift,"  by  Emilie 
Poulsson,  Child's  "World. 

"The  Little  Match  Girl,"  by  Hans  Chris- 
tian Anderson  in  Stories  and  Tales. 

"The  Twelve  Months,"  by  Alexander 
Chodzko,  in  Slav  Fairy  Tales. 

"New  Year's  Stories,"  in  Good  Stories 
/or  Great  Holidays. 


CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM 
December  26,  1943 

Teachers  will  also  find  Christmas  stories 
and  many  suggestions  for  this  Christmas 
festival  in  the  I'eacher's  Manual. 


"Up  overhead,  o'er  the  great  world  so  high, 
Twinkled  the  stars  in  the  blue,  quiet  sky. 
When  long  ago  in  a  land  far  away 
Jesus  was  born  on  the  first  Christmas  Day." 


"Oh,  little  children,  do  you  know 
That  many,  many  years  ago. 
The  baby  Jesus  came  to  be 
God's  Christmas  gift  to  you  and  me?" 


"Sing,  little  children 
Christmas  is  here; 
Dearest  of  birthdays, 
In  all  the  glad  year." 


"Asleep  the  baby  Jesus  lay 

That  first  glad  Christmas  night. 

And  wise  men  knew  it  far  away 
That  first  glad  Christmas  night." 


GOSPEL  DOCTRINE 

{Concluded  from  page  530) 

Mark  the  important  testimony  that  appeals 
so  strongly  to  President  Grant.  (Joseph 
Smith's  and  Sidney  Rigdon's.) 

Note  the  abiding  and  implicit  faith  Presi- 
dent Grant  shows  in  the  divine  calling  of 
those  who  preceded  him  as  president  of  the 
Church,  from  Brigham  Young  to  Joseph  F. 
Smith. 

One  of  the  strongest  testimonies  President 
Grant  bears  is  concerning  the  authenticity  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  the  testimony  re- 
lating to  the  divinity  of  the  latter-day  work 
based  upon  it. 


CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM 
For  December  26,  1943 


GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 
Lorna  Call,  chairman;   Claribel  W.  Aldous 


LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 

LOVE  BEGETS  LOVE 

I.  Whom  Do  We  Love?  Why? 

God,    Family,    Friends,    All    of   God's 
Creations.)     This  theme  was  presented 
last  Sunday.) 
Who  Loves  Us? 
God,  Family,  Friends. 
How  Can  We  Show  Our  Love? 
To  God,  to  Family,  to  Priends,  to  God's 
Creations. 

The  Christmas  Ideal. 
The  Story  of  the  Christ  Child. 
V.  The  Visit  of  the  Shepherds. 


II. 
III. 


IV 


THE  PRODIGAL  SON 
Lesson  49*  For  December  5*  1943 

Objectivej 

To  enumerate  some  o[  the  many  acts  of 
love  our  parents  do  for  us  and  to  develop  an 
appreciation  of  that  love. 

Review  of  Last  Sunday*s  Lesson: 

{Whom  do  we  love  and  why?)  Use  the 
story  told  last  Sunday  of  "The  Kind  Neigh- 
bors" for  review.  Did  these  neighbors  really 
love  each  other?  How  did  they  show  it? 
How  did  God  show  His  love  for  the  kind 
neighbor?  He  provided  more  food  for  him, 
did  He  not? 

Development  of  the  Lessom 

1.  How  do  parents  show  their  love  for 
us?  Show  many  pictures  cut  from  magazines 
which  illustrate  parents  and  brothers  and 
sisters  doing  things  for  the  family. 

A  father  bringing  home  a  new  radio,  car, 
ice-box,  etc. 

A  father  busy  at  his  work. 

A  mother  cooking  in  the  kitchen. 

A  mother  sewing,  reading  to  the  children, 
taking  the  children  in'  the  car,  etc. 

Grandmother  knitting. 

Biq  brother  milking  the  cow. 

Big  sister  waxing  the  floor,  etc, 

2,  How  do  friends  show  their  love  for  vtsl 


Show  pictures   of   children   playing  happily 
together. 

3.  How  does  God  show  His  love  for  us? 

List  the  things  He  gives  us. 

Let  the  children  pantomine  the  list;  e.g.  He 
gives  us  mother  (act  out  something  she  does 
such  as  kneading  bread). 

He  gives  us  rain  (be  raindrops  pattering 
down) . 

He  gives  us  milk  (pretend  to  be  drinking 
it),  etc. 

Lesson  Story: 

THE  PRODIGAL  SON 

Text; 

Luke  15:9-20. 

By  carefully  following  this  lesson  story 
development  in  the  Manual  and  studying 
the  above  Text  you  can  write  your  own 
story  for  presentation  to  the  class. 

Enrichment: 

You  will  need  to  have  a  plan  now  for  the 
activities  for  this  the  most  interesting,  excit- 
ing month  for  little  children. 

Christmas  songs  and  poems  should  be 
learned  —  Christmas  stories  told  and  drama- 
tized —  The  Sunday  School's  Christmas 
program  will  need  to  be  prepared. 

Songs: 

There  are  five  beautiful  Christmas  songs 
in  our  Junior  Sunday  School  song  book, 
Little  Stories  In  Song. 

Note: 
*  It  is  recommended  that  the  true  spirit  of 
Christmas  be  preserved  during  this  holiday 
season.  Since  Christmas  day  is  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  birth  of  Christ  upon  this  earth 
and  is  celebrated  by  us  in  appreciation  of 
God's  great  gift  to  us,  let  us  stress  the  great 
lesson  of  giving  because  of  love,  such  as 
God  gave  His  Only  Son,  and  leave  the  Santa 
Claus  element  to  the  day  school  and  the  home 
to  provide.  Many  a  beautiful  Christmas 
service  of  worship  has  been  spoiled  by  the 
appearance  of  Santa  Claus  with  gifts  for  all 
at  the  end  of  the  session. 
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Why  do  bells  for  Christmas  ring? 
Why  do  little  children  sing? 
Once  a  lovely  shining  star 
Seen  by  shepherds  from  afar. 
Gently  moved  until  its  light 
Made  a  manger  cradle  bright, 
There  a  darling  baby  lay 
Pillowed  soft  upon  the  hay, 
And  the  mother  sang  and  smiled 
"This  is  Christ,  the  Holy  Child;" 
Therefore  bells  for  Christmas  ring. 
Therefore  little  children  sing. 


THE  PRODIGAL  SON  RETURNS 
Lesson  50.  For  December  12,  1943 

Objective: 

To  decide  how  to  prove  our  love  /^or  those 
who  love  us. 

Review  of  Last  Sunday's  Lesson: 

(Who  Loves  Us?) 

With  the  blackboard  help  the  children 
draw  pictures  which  illustrate  last  Sunday's 
lesson  story.  Sing  the  chorus  of  "Home 
Sweet  Home." 

Lesson  Development: 

(How  we  show  our  love  to  God,  family, 
friends,  God's  creations.) 

1.  Discuss  with  the  children  the  thought 
that  showing  love  for  all  of  God's  creations 
is  proving  our  love  for  Him. 

2.  Show  pictures  of  children  being  kind  to 
animals. 

3.  List  ways  of  showing  love  for  flowers 
and  plants. 

4.  Illustrate  on  the  blackboard  children 
giving  service  to  parents.  How  docs  this 
service  compare  with  the  help  we  give 
grandparents. 

5.  Discuss  friends  and  let  the  children  tell 
what  they  do  when  friends  come  to  their 
homes.  Are  they  courteous,  generous,  good- 
natured  in  their  actions  or  are  they  quarrel- 
some, selfish  and  cross? 

Lesson  Story: 

The  Prodigal  Son  Returns 

Text: 

Luke  15:11-20. 


CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM 
December  19,  1943 

Give  all  of  the  children  an  opportunity  to 
participate  on  the  Christmas  program. 


The  following  poems,  songs  and  stories, 
are  presented  for  program  selection; 

Better  than  all  the  Christmas  gifts 
Any  of  us  can  know, 
Is  the  gift  of  Jesus  to  the  world 
Many,  many  years  ago. 

Go  seek  the  poor  and  helpless  ones, 
The  friendless  and  the  sad; 
And  while  you  try  to  help  them  all 
You'll  make  your  own  heart  glad. 

We  are  all  merry  sunbeams 
That  shine  right  here  to  say. 
We  wish  to  make  a  brighter, 
A  happier  Christmas  day. 

"Little  wishes  on  white  wings, 
Little  gifts,  such  tiny  things, 
Just  one  little  heart  that  sings, 
Makes  a  Merry  Chirstmas." 

"So  of  old  flie  wise  men  watching 
Saw  a  little  stranger  star 
And  they  knew  the  king  was  given 
And  they  followed  from  a  far." 

"Up  overhead,  o'er  the  great  world  so  high, 
Twinkled  the  stars  in  the  blue,  quiet  sky. 
When  long  ago  in  a  land  far  away 
Jesus  was  born  on  the  first  Christmas  Day." 

"O  little  children  do  you  know 

That  many,  many  years  ago 

The  baby  Jesus  came  to  be 

God's  Christmas  gift  to  you  and  me." 

"What  shall  I  give  Him,  poor  as  I  am? 
If  I  were  a  shepherd,  I'd  bring  Him  a  lamb. 
If  I  were  a  wise  man,  I  would  do  my  part, 
But  what  shall  I  give  Him? 
I'll  give  Him  my  heart." 

The  First  Christmas  Tree 

Two  little  children  were  sitting  by  the  fire 
one  cold  winter's  night.  All  at  once  they 
heard  a  timid  knock  at  the  door  and  one  ran 
to  open  it. 

There,  outside  in  the  cold  and  darkness, 
stood  a  child  with  no  shoes  upon  his  feet  and 
clad  in  thin,  ragged  garments.  He  was  shiv- 
ering with  cold,  and  he  asked  to  come  in  and 
warm  himself. 

"Yes,_  come  in,"  cried  both  the  children. 
"You  shall  have  our  place  by  the  fire.  Come 
in." 

They  drew  the  little  stranger  to  their 
warm  seat  and  shared  their  supper  with  him, 
and  gave  him  their  bed,  while  they  slept  on 
a  hard  bench. 

In  the  night  they  were  awakened  by  strains 
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of  sweet  music,  and  looking  out,  they  saw  a 
band  of  children  in  shining  garments,  ap- 
proaching the  house.  They  were  playing  on 
golden  harps  and  the  air  was  full  of  melody. 
Suddenly  the  Strange  Child  stood  before 
them,  no  longer  cold  and  ragged,  but  clad  in 
silvery  light. 

His  soft  voice  said:  "I  was  cold  and  you 
took  Me  in.  I  was  hungry  and  you  fed  Me.- 
I  was  tired  and  you  gave  Me  your  bed.  I 
am  the  Christ-Child,  wandering  through  the 
world  to  bring  peace  and  happiness  to  all 
good  children.  As  you  have  given  to  Me,  so 
may  this  tree  every  year  give  rich  fruit  to 
you." 

So  saying,  He  broke  a  branch  from  the  fir 
tree  that  grew  near  the  door,  and  He  planted 
it  in  the  ground  and  disappeared.  And  the 
branch  grew  into  a  great  tree,  and  every  year 
it  bore  wonderful  fruit  for  the  kind  children. 

— Adapted. 

Stories: 

"Why  The  Chimes  Rang,"  by  Raymond 
Macdonald  Alden. 

"Little  Gretchen  and  The  Wooden  Shoe," 
in  Chtistmastide,  by  Elizebeth  Harrison. 

"Christmas  Candles,"  Fanny  A.  Wilkes, 
in  the  November,  1929,  Instructor. 

The  following  stories  are  found  in  For  the 
Children's  Hour,  by  Bailey  and  Lewis : 

"The  Christmas  Story." 

"The  Good  Shepherd." 

"The  Legend  of  St.  Christopher." 

"The  Legend  of  the  Christmas  Tree." 

"How  the  Fir  Tree  Became  the  Christmas 
Tree." 

"Tiny  Tim,"  Dickens. 


Lesson  Story: 


Christ  Is  Born 


This  story  may  be  found  in  Life  Lessons 
For  Little  Ones,  First  Year.  There  are  many 
beautiful  colored  pictures  of  "The  Nativity." 


CHRIST  IS  BORN 
Lesson  5L  For  December  26,  1943 

Objective: 

The  more  we  give  and  serve,  the  more  we 
prove  our  love. 

Development  of  the  Lesson: 

Yesterday  was  Christmas,  the  birthday  of 
our  Savior.  The  children  will  be  eager  to 
tell  of  their  gifts.  Stress  the  gift  of  love 
which  our  Heavenly  Father  sent  us  so  many 
years  ago.  His  only  Son,  Jesus. 

Review  the  Christmas  program  in  which 
your  class  may  have  participated  last  Sun- 
day. Emphasize  its  purpose.  Present  the 
story  of  the  Nativity  as  the  lesson  story  to- 
dav. 


JUNIORS 

{Concluded  from  page  543) 

writer  of  these  lessons  is  keenly  aware  that 
the  method  of  handling  some  of  the  material 
is  open  to  criticism.  It  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  teachers  have  supplemented  and  en- 
riched every  lesson  in  such  a  way  as  to  teach 
the  principles  of  right  living  constructively 
and  effectively  throughout  the  year.  En- 
courage the  pupils  now  to  tell  briefly  of  the 
helpful  thoughts  and  influences  that  have 
come  into  their  lives  because  of  this  series 
of  lessons. 

Supplementary  Material: 

You  will  find  helpful  suggestions  in  Elder 
Talmage's  book,  ]esus  the  Christ,  Chapter  42. 

Since  this  lesson  stresses  the  new  com- 
mandment (See  John  13:  34,  35),  show  by 
the  work  of  our  Relief  Society,  our  quorums, 
the  Church  Welfare  Plan,  and  other  agen- 
cies, that  in  this  Church  we  believe  in  the 
commandment  and  are  doing  our  best  to  live 
according  to  it. 

Tell  what  is  being  done  in  your  commvmity 
and  in  your  stake.  Perhaps  your  pupils  have 
taken  part  in  beet-thinning,  cheery-picking, 
or  potato-digging  projects,  in  preparation 
for  a  time  of  need,  or  to  provide  for  the  wel- 
fare of  those  who'  have  been  unfortunate. 

There  are  countless  incidents  and  ex- 
amples, from  the  beginning  of  our  Church 
history  right  down  to  the  present  day,  to 
show  that  one  of  the  fundamental  character- 
istics of  "Mormons"  is  their  love  for  one  an- 
other, and  that  we  express  that  love  by 
actually  doing  good — not  just  by  preaching 
about  it. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  series  of  lessons, 
teachers'  reactions,  criticisms,  and  sugges- 
tions are  invited.  Address  them  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  named  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  Department. 


GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEE 

Marie  Fox  Felt- 


LESSONS  FOR  DECEMBER,  1943 
LOVE 

"Love"  is  the  beautiful  attribute  of  life 
upon  which  we  center  our  attention  this 
month  of  December.  It  is,  or  should  be,  love 
that  prompts  our.  giving  during  the  Christ- 
mas Festival.  "For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  His  Only  Begotten  Son,"  the 
scriptures  tell  us.  You  will  note  that  it  was 
I^ove  that  prompted  the  gift.  Our  oppor- 
tunity for  development  came  to  us  because 
God  loves  us. 

As  has  been  previously  stated  in  other 
months,  we  must  begin  with  the  immediate 
present  and  discuss  what  the  little  child 
knows  and  loves.  He  or  she  is  most  con- 
scious of  the  love  it  holds  for  its  pets.  Next 
we  consider  who  loves  us  and  the  reason  for 
that  love.  After  this  consideration  of  our 
love  for  others  and  their  love  for  us  we 
move  forward  to  a  discussion  of  the  ways  in 
which  we  should  show  our  love  to  others.' 
We  then  climax  all  this  with  the  story  of 
the  birth  of  Christ  and  the  wonderful  gift 
of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  all  of  us.  Through 
this  gift  God  showed  in  the  best  way  of  all 
how  very  dearly  He  loves  us. 


MOTHER  CAT  LOVES  HER  KITTENS 
Lesson  49*  For  December  5,  1943 

Objective: 

,1.  To  discover  who  loves  us. 

2.  To  discover  why  they  love  us. 

3.  How  do  they  show  their  love? 

4.  How  can  we  get  them  to  love  us  instead 
of  hurting  us  or  being  afraid  of  us? 

Who  loves  us  and  why  they  love  us  is  the 
subject  for  our  lesson  development  today. 
Every  child  in  your  group  will  be  eager  and 
delighted  to  participate  in  the  discussion,  if 
you  begin  with  those  who  are  dear  to  them 
and  in  what  ways  they  show  their  love. 

Let  us  begin  with  their  parents.  Who 
are  they  and  how  do  they  show  their  love? 

Kathleen's  father  and  mother  have  a  lovely 
home  and  have  given  Kathleen  a  room  of 
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her  very  own.  They  have  provided  her 
with  a  bed,  a  dresser,  a  chair,  some  books 
and  hangers  for  her  clothes.  Her  father 
earns  the  money  with  which  to  buy  the  food 
that  the  mother  prepares  for  each  meal.  The 
mother  keeps  the  house  clean.  She  washes 
and  irons  the  clothes.  At  night  the  father 
or  mother  tucks  her  into  bed  and  ready  for 
a  good  night's  rest.  They  also  hear  her  say 
her.  prayers.  In  many  ways  they  show  her 
that  they  love  her. 

Sammy  has  a  pony  that  his  father  gave 
him  because  he  loved  him. 

Marion  and  Bobbie  each  have  a  kitten 
that  their  uncle  gave  them  because  he  loved 
them. 

If  possible  discuss  with  each  child  who  it 
is  that  loves  them  and  in  what  ways  that 
love  is  shown.  List  or  in  some  way  keep  a 
record  of  each.  It  will  be  the  beginning  or 
the  introduction  to  your  next  Sunday's  les- 
son on  "How  we  can  show  our  love  for 
others." 

Be  sure  to  present  the  pictures  of  Jesus 
mentioned  in  the  outline  in  which  Jesus 
shows  His  love  for  others.  Discuss  each 
picture.  Have  the  children  tell  of  the  ways 
in  which  Jesus  is  showing  His  love  for  others. 
The  pictures  suggested  are  not  unfamiliar 
to  the  children  since  they  have  been  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  other  lessons.  For 
this  reason  they  will  be  able  to  tell  you 
quickly  of  the  ways  in  which  Jesus  is  show- 
ing His  love  for  others. 

Our  story  tells  of  a  mother  cat  who  loves 
her  kittens  and  of  the  ways  in  which  she 
shows  her  love.  This  story  gives  a  wonder- 
ful opportunity  to  both  teacher  and  child  to 
use  the  blackboard  in  its  development.  We 
trust  that  the  teacher  will  take  advantage  of 
this  wonderful  opportunity  to  encourage 
such  expression  by  the  children. 


BABY  MOSES*  SISTER  TAKES  CARE 
OF  HIM 

Lesson  50,  For  December  12,  1943 

Objective: 

To  decide  how  we  can  best  show  our  love 
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/or  the  plants,  pets,  animals,  and  people  that 
we  know. 

If  you  followed  the  suggestion  of  last  Sun- 
day you  will  have  a  rich  source  upon  which 
to  draw  for  a  beginning  in  this  lesson  for  to- 
day. Present  again  the  pictures  of  those  we 
love  and  who  love  us.  Mention  again  what 
they  do  for  us.  Now  what  can  we  do  for 
them  to  show  our  love. 

Kathleen  can  keep  her  clothes  hung  tip  so 
that  her  mother  will  not  have  to  pick  them 
up  or  walk  on  them.  She  can  take  only  as 
much  food  as  she  can,  eat  so  that  she  will 
not  waste  any.  She  can  help  dust  the 
chairs. 

Sammie  feeds  apd  waters  his  pony  and 
keeps  its  stall  clean. 

Marion  and  Bobbie  feed  their  kittens  and 
give  them  comfortable  beds  to  sleep  on. 

Our  outline   suggests  that  we  present  a 
few  pictures  of  animals  who  are  not  being 
treated  in  a  loving  manner.    This  is  only  by . 
way  of  contrasts 

Our  story  today  is  one  of  Miriam,  sister 
of  Moses,  who  shows  her  love  for  her  baby 
brother  Moses.  In  what  ways  did  she  do 
tl^s? 

1.  She  helped  make  his  basket. . 

2.  She  helped  line  it  so  that  it  was  water- 
proof. 

3.  She  helped  make  it  into  a  soft  bed. 

4.  She  watched  to  see  that  no  harm  came 
to  the  baby. 

5.  She  quickly  suggested  that  she  find,  a 
nurse  for  the  baby  after  the  princess  had 
found  the  baby.  The  nurse  she  got  was  the 
baby's  own  mother. 

6.  She  prayed  constantly  for  the  baby's 
safety. 


na  Dean  Baker.  A  more  beautiful  Mary, 
the  mother  of  Jesus,  has  never  come  to  the 
notice  of  the  writer.  This  book  also  is 
available  at  the  Deseret  Book  Company, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

For  short,  appropriate  Christmas  songs 
we  refer  you  to  Little  Stories  In  Song,  our 
official  Junior  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 


THE  BIRTH  OF  JESUS 
Lesson  51*  For  December  19,  1943 

Objective: 

To  nurture  the  real  significance  permeating 
the  Christmas  Festival.  To  center  our  atten' 
tion  on  the  spiritual  side. 

There  is  no  more  beautiful  story,  with 
greater  appeal  for  children  as  well  as  adults 
than  that  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Many  beau- 
tiful pictures  are  available  for  your  use  dur- 
ing the  story  development  and  presentation. 
We  refer  you  to  the  set  of  colored  Bible 
Pictures  for  Nursery,  Kindergarten  and  Pri- 
mary, also  Volume  I,  1st  Qu'Sarter  and  Vol- 
ume II,  1st  Quarter  of  the  Standard  Graded 
Picture  Rolls.  All  of  these  are  available  at 
the  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah. 

For  the  best  telling  of  this  sacred  story, 
most  beautifully  illustrated,  we  refer  you  to 
the  book  entitled  A  Child  Is  Born,  by  Ed- 


CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM 
Lesson  52*  For  December  26,  1943 

Since  our  Nursery  children  are  younger 
than  four  years,  we  must  not  expect  them  to 
sit  through  a  long  Christmas  program,  how- 
ever beautiful  it  may  be.  It  is  suggested  that 
these  babies  have  a  Christmas  Festival  of 
their  own.  These  little  folks  will  enjoy  free 
and  spontaneous  performances.  They  will 
love  to  sing  together  the  Christmas  Carols 
that  have  been  sung  in  vour  Sunday  School 
on  previous  Sundays.  They  may  wish  to 
sing  lullabies  such  as  Mary  might  have  sung 
to  baby  Jesus.  Even  though  they  are  tiny 
they  will  want  to  sing,  with  your  help,  "Si- 
lent Night,  Holy  Night."  For  further 
Christmas  program  suggestions  for  them  see 
your  Manual. 


uionest  ,JA.he 

This  word  "honest"  Lincoln  taught. 
In  every  word  and  deed  and  thought; 
To  be  really  honest  we  must  be  true 
\n  all  we  say  and  all  we  do. 

In  playing  games  I  must  honest  be. 
That  all  will  like  to  play  with  me. 
In  my  work  I  must  be  true. 
Take  credit  for  only  what  I  do. 

If  I  do  something  wrong  in  play, 
I  must  not  try  to  hide  away, 
But  bravely  answer  "It  was  I," 
And  not  be  guilty  of  a  lie. 

If  there  is  something  I  obtain. 
Which  is  not  mine  to  rightly  claim. 
It  really  will  not  bring  me  joy. 
If  I  should  rob  another  boy. 

Now  we  may  try  to  do  our  best, 
That  we,  like  Abe,  may  stand  the  test, 
And  if  we're  honest  when  we  pray, 
God  will  help  us  day  by  day. 

Our  Heavenly  Father  up  above, 
Is  watching  us  with  kindest  love, 
He  will  always  aid  us  in  the  right, 
And  give  us  strength  to  win  the  fight. 


Otherwise  Okay 

"So  Anna  married  a  Scotchman,  did  she. 
How  does  he  treat  her?" 
"Reluctantly." 

Wrong  Man 

"Pretty  lucky  for  you,  old  top,  to  have 
this  accident  right  in  front  of  the  doctor's 
office." 

"But  I'm  the  doctor!" 

Boomerang! 

Officer;  "What's  the  big  idea?  How  come 
you  men  are  climbing  trees  and  crawling 
through  bushes? 

Private:  "Well  sir,   we    camouflaged   the 

gun  before  lunch,  and  now  we  can't  find  it." 

— Printing  Centre's  Spade 

Three  Ages  of  a  Great  Man 

Someone  who  apparently  has  been  as- 
sociating on  terms  of  intimacy  with  some  so- 
called  great  men  has  set  down  these  three 
planes  indicating  their  progress: 

1.  Quits  shining  his  own  shoes. 

2.  Quits  writing  his  own  letters. 

3.  Quits  writing  his  own  speeches. 

— The  Curtis  Courier 

Lexicon  of  a  Humorist 

Jazz  band:  A  group  of  citizens  who  are 
paid  for  playing  static. 

Joshua:  Man  who  commanded  the  sun  to 
stand  still  but  knew  better  than  to  try  it  on 
his  children. — W.  W.  Scott. 

Holiday:  Day  off  followed  by  an  off  day. 

Genius:  One  who  can  do  almost  anything 
but  make  a  living. 

'  Fool:  One  who  knows  not  and  knows  not 
that  he  knows  not. 

Fleas:  Insects  that  have  gone  to  the  dogs. 

Failure:  When  you  fail  to  keep  on  trying. 

Detour:  The  roughest  distance  between 
two  points. 

Cupid:  One  who  when  he  hits  the  mark 
usually  Mrs.  it. 

— from  The  Treasury  of  Modern  Humor 

Page  556 


Partly  Right 

"Well,  here  I  am,  bright  and  early." 
"You're  early  all  right." 

Someone^s  Guilty 

"No  woman  ever  made  a  fool  of  me." 
"Who  did,  then?" 

War  Vet 

He's  the  fellow  who  got  shell-shocked 
from  eating  peanuts  in  bed. 

Fabricated  Story 

"He  has  clothes  sickness:  coat  on  his 
tongue  and  breath  in  short  pants." 

Quick  Retort 

"An  alien  are  you?" 
"No.  Feeling  fine." 

Counterattack 

"And  while  you  were  gone,  Ma'am,  your 
little  WiUie  swallowed  a  bug.  Don't  worry, 
though;  I  gave  him  some  insect  powder." 

Steady  There 

"What's  your  new  girl's  name?" 

"Marcelle." 

"So  yuh  think  she'll  be  permanent?" 

Special  DeHvery 

"My  uncle  was  run  over  by  a  steam  rol- 
ler." 

"And  what  did  you  do?" 

"Just  took  him  home  and  slipped  him 
under  the  door." 

Signs  of  the  Times 

Visitor  (to  host's  little  girl):  "How  do 
you  know  that  it's  the  first  of  the  month?" 

Child:  "Because  all  Daddy's  letters  have 
front  windows  in  them." 

— The  Curtis  Courier 

For  Name's  Sake 

"She  calls  her  hubby  Alexander  thie 
Great." 

"Alexander  the  Great?" 

"Yep,  when  the  furnace  gets  low,  she  yells 
— Alexander — the  grate!" 
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